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“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands!”
I’m sending a virtual hug, he stated, so you have the strength and endurance.
While your destiny now may seem quite ill-fated, I am hoping to give reassurance.
Keep in mind I’m listening when you pray, I will offer you guidance throughout the day,
Just focus on me, and do not stray, for divine intervention can show us the way!
R*E*F*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S

So much is happening on the church website these days, with additional notifications, colorful illustrations with
links, dropdown menus, and of course the videotaped sermons at 10:30 AM on Sundays. I’d like to acknowledge
and thank Dwayne Hallman, the person “behind the scenes,” who shares his talent, time, and knowledge to
create this wonderful source of communication for everyone to use to keep abreast of the news at Good
Shepherd and beyond. Not only does Dwayne commandeer this website, he also assists with any computer
issues or technical questions related to the church office. His steadfast devotion and efforts are truly appreciated
by all of us, particularly during these challenging times. Thank you, Dwayne, for all you do!
Sadly, on April 14th, Maurice Brock, a long-standing member of Good Shepherd, joined the Lord in glory at the
age of 89, just one week shy of his 64th wedding anniversary. Many of you know the Brocks, as they joined Good
Shepherd around 1990. He is survived by his devoted wife Janet, his daughters Christine (Carmen) Scotese,
Phyllis Brock (an active member of Good Shepherd for years and Staff contributor), son Douglas (Carol), and
predeceased by a daughter, the late Joyce (Walter) Smilowski. Maurice, affectionately known as “Poppy,”
cherished his ten grandchildren, and was always present when (Amanda, Janet, Derek, or Alec) were part of any
services. His favorite times at the church (and you could always count on him being there) included breakfasts,
dinners, and Flea markets (or basically any special functions that included food). He will be truly missed by all.
On April 16th, the Lord called Bill Shannon home, and he will truly be missed by his “church family” at Good
Shepherd. For more than 52 years Bill served as a trustee, as well as a head trustee, head usher, and sexton.
Eventually he was appointed “Trustee Emeritus” by Pastor Don Williams. Bill participated in the ground-breaking
ceremony at Good Shepherd, and in his heart must have vowed his dedication to this church until the end. His
love for Good Shepherd was demonstrated by his eagerness to volunteer his time for lawn maintenance, holiday
decorating, church and parsonage repairs, and tending to the altar candles. He maintained the Ritual of
Friendship forms, and developed an identifying system when producing the keys to the church doors throughout
the building. When we use the tables and chairs in Wood Hall or the Choir room, keep in mind that years ago Bill
built the table and chair racks that are still in use today. Bill was also actively involved with the Boy Scouts for 82
years. This handy, talented, and gifted man also enjoyed designing latch-hook rugs, beaded artwork, and
needlepoint creations. Bill insisted on maintaining his independence until he passed, and despite his physical
limitations he somehow managed to make his way to Good Shepherd with his walker. In his later years on
various Sunday mornings, you would find Bill sitting in his favorite upholstered chair in the narthex, and he tried to
be present for the Men’s Breakfast when possible. It is with great admiration and appreciation that we said goodbye to Bill as he began his journey in the house of the Lord. - Paula Direso, Editor

From the Pastor’s Heart
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GRACEFUL
Kenneth L. Carder and Laceye Warner, in their book Grace to Lead said, “The aim of Christian Leadership grounded
in grace is to form individuals and communities in holiness of heart and life, so that we may fulfill our calling to
enable others to accept the love of God in Christ and participate in the reign of God.”
The fall into sin caused great harm to humanity, especially in the will and the mind. Thus, to truly please God and
love others sincerely, one must allow the grace of God to be a part of their DNA. As fallible beings, it is imperative
that we recognize our need for God’s divine, unmerited grace. Grace is the fundamental ingredient, the core of our
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. It is a free gift that he offers to us, and when we accept it, we will
experience a profound spiritual transformation that touches every area of our lives. Grace is the means of our
salvation.
The human flesh is constantly at war with the spirit. Therefore, we must depend on grace for sustenance to grow in
our love and knowledge of God. In his sermon The Means of Grace, John Wesley said that grace is the “great
foundation of the whole Christian building.” Day after day God lovingly offers us second chances, through a fresh
outpouring of his divine grace and mercy. (Lamentations 3:22-23.) He rescues us from depravity, binds us to him
with cords of loving kindness. When the harsh winds of life try to rip away our faith, our God draws us into a tender
embrace and shields us. His Grace is amazing as noted by John Newton.
Daily, I seek the Lord for a renewed mind, and fresh insights and perspectives so that the things I represent are of
the ways of the Lord. I stand in need of my master’s divine grace in every area of my life. God’s grace offers
protection and deliverance from the enemy and adverse situations. God’s grace also empowers me to lead his people,
especially in my conversations. Several years ago, I came across a beautiful verse which I have adopted as a part of
my daily living. It reads, “Let every word you speak be drenched with grace and tempered with truth and clarity.
For then you will be prepared to give a respectful answer to anyone who asks about your faith.” (Colossians 4:6
The Passion Translation (TPT). The grace of God fills my heart with passion, compassion, humility and great joy in
valuing and serving all people.
This past month, the Good Shepherd family bid farewell to Mr. Maurice Brock and Mr. Bill Shannon. I had the joy
of getting to know both of them, though it was a brief time. Both men had strong personalities, and at times a nononsense attitude. However, I was blessed to sit in their presence, listen to their life stories, laughed and experienced
their tender, graceful nature. They both held a passionate love for their families, and were diligent workers and
providers. Another trait of both men was their gratitude for the simple things, and the value of others.
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Once Mr. Shannon made a knitted cross with a pocket, in which he placed a little note of thanks and a scripture, and
left it on my desk. Another time there was a little glass angel. When I called to thank him, he told me it was just a
little something. My home visits to him always ended with a prayer and his expression of gratitude. Mr. Shannon
shared often about his time in the Seabees. He enjoyed eating, be it with his Navy buddy, or with the Men of Good
Shepherd for breakfast. One of our last conversations was regarding turning over the responsibility of making keys
for the church. It was becoming very difficult for him to get around, and so I called and asked him if he would be
willing to turn the keys over. He asked me whom I had in mind. When I told him Ray Mabaquiao, he was pleased,
ready, and willing to release them. I believe he sensed he was moving on. He stayed in his beloved home, until it
was time to depart.
My evening drive through the community would sometimes take me by the Brock’s residence, where they would be
sitting outside just enjoying time. I would stop and we would have pleasant conversations. However, our most
profound conversation was his preparation for crossing over. We shared much that day, him, sister Janet, and I. He
accepted the report given to him, made up his mind, and set about making sure all was in order. I then prayed a
prayer with them entitled Grace Still Abound, and watched as his countenance glowed. As I was leaving, Mr. Brock
asked, “Pastor, how is your foot?” I was a bit taken back. The last time I had an issue with my foot was the end of
summer 2019, yet he remembered. He told me to go to the garage and pick any cane that I like, as he desired that I
have it just in case I ever needed it. I was touched and humbled at his thoughtfulness and generosity. Even in
transition, he was taking time to care for others. That is graceful living and dying.
Author Sharon E. Rainey wrote: “I cannot cure anyone. I cannot guarantee they will be healed. I can only tell them
my story, remind them that they are not alone in their journey and offer a glimmer of hope for healing.” I have
been extremely privileged to Journey with many as they transition, and I give thanks to God for his abundant,
redeeming, healing, and dying grace. May the souls of Mr. Brock and Mr. Shannon Rest in Peace. They will be
sorely missed.
To our readers, may the Grace of God fill you and allow you to overflow into others. I am in daily prayer for each
and everyone listed in the directory. I have it almost down 100 percent by name without looking in the directory. It
is my duty and an honor, but Lord, it can be exhausting. Please take excellent care and stay well.

Much Love to all,
Pastor Olivet
Prayer: Jehovah Jireh, Shepherd, Bishop, Anchor of our souls. We give thanks for all you have made available to
us. Holy Father, abide in us; may we abide in you. We humbly pray this prayer through the Holy Spirit, and Christ
our Salvation. Amen! (Composed by Rev. Olivet J. Brown.)
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During these difficult times I thought many of you might appreciate this article from UMC.org,
featuring “Shirley Bachelder, who is no stranger to UMC.org. She’s been featured in several
articles, including the story of her “Love One Another” billboard, which went viral. Written just
two weeks before she turned 99, “Shirley hopes to spread another message in the time of
the coronavirus pandemic. As in all things, Bachelder is quick to downplay any credit for her
work and this prayer is no different.” - “I wrote it,” she says, “but God guides me in everything.”

Transcript of “A Senior’s Prayer for Coronavirus”:
I’m Shirley Bachelder and I live at the Steeplechase in Tennessee.
I’m going to be 99 in the next couple of weeks. I wanted to report about this evil that is inhabiting the
world. So, Abby said she would put me on Facebook, so this is my little prayer.
Dear Lord and Father of us all,
Even by another name, we now know you as God, Ruler of the World and Creator of the Universe and
our own Special Father. Hear our prayers.
Hear the prayers of seniors, staff, workers and families at Steeplechase, Franklin, Tennessee.
Hide us in the shadow of your wings. Make the fortress of our God our safety.
Let us not be weary in loving one another, of taking precautions, of praying each day and praising you.
You have control of even this evil day.
Be with those desperate souls trying to fathom what they can do to kill the nucleus.
Give comfort to those who panic easily. And make the days go quickly.
Let us not forget to pray, not only for ourselves, but for those lonely people who are overwhelmed
And those who meet resistance in their work to overcome this disease.
Help us not to be anxious about the future.
Help to know that, in spite of all the negative vibes, that you are still able.
In each life that my voice reaches, be assured that the least among us that the coronavirus will be
overcome.
That those who die will find a loving hand to guide them to the promised Heaven.
They will not be alone, but will have joy unspeakable.
Bless us here, we ask humbly, not because we deserve it but because we are your people and the sheep
of your pasture.
With love and bless again, Shirley.
“For more information about Shirley Bachelder, watch her interview for United Methodist Communications'
"Get Your Spirit in Shape" podcast.” If you’d like to see the video of Shirley reciting her prayer, please visit:
https://www.umc.org/en/content/shirley-bachelder-coronavirus-prayer.
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When services and activities are resumed,
please consider joining us for
PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP in The
Upper Room on Wednesdays in
the sanctuary from 6:00 to
7:00 PM. It is an Essential
Appointment. Come join us for one hour of
kneeling before the Lord each week, as we
meditate on the Psalms and share with each
other.

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website below for updated
cancellations and information, and share this
notice with other members.
Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
Just Mercy:
A story of Justice and Redemption
By Bryan Stevenson
This is a true story about Bryan
Stevenson, who was a young lawyer
when he founded the Equal Justice
Initiative, which is a legal practice that
is dedicated to defending those most desperate
and in need. He defended the poor, the wrongly
condemned, and women and children trapped in
the criminal justice system. One of his first cases
was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who
was sentenced to die for a murder he insisted he
didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a
tangle of conspiracy, political inter-workings, and
legal danger—and this changed his
understanding of mercy and justice forever.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the email address listed above.

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S

Until further notice, ALL ministry
meetings and activities are postponed
for May due to the coronavirus
outbreak. We will do our best to stay
connected as much as possible. The
10:30 AM Sunday worship service can
be viewed online by going to the
church website and clicking on
“Facebook Live Stream.” Updates can
be viewed on the website as well.

Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.
With the unemployment rate escalating,
food donations will be appreciated when
the church reopens.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM is currently
cancelled until further notice.
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IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!
MAY
6 – Joy Mentusky
10 – Diana Trotman
16 – Bonnie Day
18 – Thaddeus Ciesielski
23 – Becky Devlin
27 – Ginny Brode
27 – Mary Roberts

8 – Regina Leese
14 – Donna Iatrakis
17 – Jill Camponelli
21 – Susan Dziuk
26 – Emilee Hallman
27 – Heather Leese

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Christopher Kuehl
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

MAY
2nd - Chris & Karyn Dunne
11th - Bill & Pat Sommers
12th - Tom & Lee McCarthy

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
write your name and the day and
month you were born, or your
anniversary date on a slip of paper and leave it
in the church office on the secretary’s desk, or
send an e-mail to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.

Good Shepherd Family:
Thank you for all the love and support on the recent
passing of Maurice. We appreciated all the prayers,
phone calls, and visits during this difficult time.
Janet Brock and family

PRAYER CHAIN

Now is the time to pray more than ever
as we face the unknown. To put a joy
or concern on the prayer chain, or if
you would like to become one of the
prayer team members, please email
Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those who are not
computer savvy, Betty McLaughlin handles the
telephone requests and notifications, so feel free
to leave a message at 215-947-3317.
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