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Most of us are learning how to adapt to the many challenges and changes in our lifestyles that have occurred
as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic. For some the restrictions and precautions are greater than others and
may continue much longer, depending upon your age, health, list of pre-existing conditions, where you reside,
and other factors. Ordering groceries for pick-up or delivery, wearing face masks and protective gloves, wiping
down groceries, sanitizing surfaces, and maintaining at least 6 feet of social distancing has become our new
normal. Obtaining cleaning supplies and disinfectant sprays is incredibly challenging, and if you are able to
purchase any paper products, you feel like you just won the lottery! We continue to experience long delays
when calling businesses, stores, banks, and the like, and it is not unusual to hear a recorded message
advising you that “there are 55 calls ahead of you!” Prices of grocery items have escalated, many people must
rely on food donations to survive, and thousands are unemployed. Many are grieving the loss of loved ones,
and miss the interaction with their families and friends. We quickly realized how valuable a hug or a kiss can
be. Church services are thankfully offered on line, and who would have thought that some of us would be
attending in our pajamas (on occasion) in front of a computer screen, or via a cell phone.
Sometimes it’s difficult to focus on the positive, when so much negativity prevails. We experienced quite a bit
of rain in our area this spring, which tended to make things seem gloomier. However, the rain has made our
plants, trees, and lawns so lush and colorful, and with warmer and sunnier weather we are finally able to truly
enjoy this gift of nature and God’s creations, more than ever before. As we venture out of our “proverbial
cocoons,” these gifts are awaiting us, and it’s important to take some time to appreciate them. As I walked out
my front door the other day, I was greeted by my 80-year-old peony bush now resplendent with an abundance
of glorious and fragrant pink blossoms. For as long as the peonies linger, I will take a moment each day to
enjoy their beauty and breathe in their fragrance. Sometimes it’s just the simple things that can lift our spirits.
I believe we all need to take a moment to “stop and smell the roses,” from time to time. So, if you are able to
take a walk, or prefer to drive, venture to the back of Good Shepherd’s parking lot and take some time to view
the beautiful gardens in the courtyard, that Lee McCarthy, and Bev and Ray Mabaquiao have so diligently
worked on while social distancing. The roses are in bloom, and although you will not be able to enjoy their
fragrance, you can still appreciate their beauty. An array of colorful annual plants and garden notions were
once again purchased, planted, and placed in position with loving care. On your way out, please take a
moment to admire the manicured lawn, and the lovely front gardens that Susan and Walt Dziuk have planted
and nurtured. We are most grateful to Pastor Olivet for her inspiration for a prayer garden with trees. A special
team led by Rob Gurtcheff, that includes Sam Greaves, Gary Calhoun, and Bethuel Johnson, worked diligently
to obtain and plant our new trees. Special thanks to Manny Arroyo who worked to coordinate the acquisition of
the trees. Members, neighbors, and people just passing by are all blessed by the efforts of these remarkable
and tireless volunteers. The beauty that surrounds Good Shepherd assures us that although much has
changed in our world, the dedication to the church and the Lord has remained the same.
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Our Journey with Trees
Shade, Nutrients, Medicine are some benefits we get from trees.
Two gardens mentioned in the Bible, that contain trees and are precisely
connected to the destiny of humans, are the Garden of Eden in Genesis and
the Garden of Gethsemane in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
In the Garden of Eden, there were many trees. God trusted Adam and Eve to
enjoy the fruit from the trees except from the Tree of Good and Evil (Gen 2:9).
However, they disobeyed God. As a result of their actions and disobedience,
sin entered into the world and marred God’s beautiful creation (Gen 3: 1-7).
However, all was not lost. Our loving God, father and Creator offered his son
Jesus Christ in exchange for our redemption. As Jesus walked and kept
company with humanity, he would often seek respite in the Garden of
Gethsemane, recorded in all four Gospels of the Bible. Located in the Mount
of Olives and filled with Olive Trees, Jesus often went there to pray, and it was the place where Judas betrayed
him (John 18). The healing and redemption of humanity are connected to the Garden of Gethsemane.
I am passionate about trees. As one who grew up on the island of Antigua, in a tropical climate, I was surrounded
by many trees, such as Breadfruit, Genip, Soursop, Cashew, Coconut, Jelly, Guava, Mangoes, Lemon, Lime,
Oranges, Figs, Noni, Pomegranates, and Tamarind. All of those mentioned were a part of my family
grove/garden. The privilege of walking through my parents and grandparents’ yard, picking and eating a fresh
fruit right from the trees was a great delight, and yes one that I miss. It was healthy delicious eating. Trees
represent life. The Bible also reference the life of the Christian to trees. For example, we are called to be like
“trees planted by rivers of water that bears good fruit” (Psalm 1:3). Equally powerful is the message from
Proverbs 15:4 which reads: “A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but a sinful tongue crushes the spirit.”
As we continue to journey through a medical and social pandemic, things will press on our spirit and sometimes
tempt us to lash out. However, may we all be like trees that offer nourishment, shade, and healing through the
words we speak. Words have power, and the words we utter reflect what is in our hearts (Mt. 12:34). As
Christians, we are called to offer words of hope, encouragement and when needed, correction.
Proverbs 12:18 New Life Version (NLV) There is one whose foolish words cut like a sword, but the tongue
of the wise brings healing.

In Christ,
Pastor Olivet
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READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
Ask Again, Yes
by Mary Beth Keane

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website for updated
cancellations and information, and share this
notice with other members.

Francis Gleeson and Brian
Stanhope were NYPD cops, and
they are neighbors. Things happens
behind closed doors in both
houses—the loneliness of Francis’s wife, and
the instability of Brian’s wife, sets the stage for
the explosive events to come.

Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

When their children Kate Gleeson and Peter
Stanhope are in eighth grade, a violent event
divides their families. The children are forbidden
from having any further contact, but a lifelong
friendship and love blossoms between Kate and
Peter and they find a way back to each other.
This is a moving story about two neighboring
families in a suburban town and a
multigenerational portrait of love marked by loss,
loyalty, and grace. It also reveals how events of
childhood look different when reexamined from
the distance of adulthood.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the email address listed above.

When services and activities are resumed,
please consider joining us for
PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP in The
Upper Room on Wednesdays in
the sanctuary from 6:00 to
7:00 PM. It is an Essential
Appointment. Come join us for one hour of
kneeling before the Lord each week, as we
meditate on the Psalms and share with each
other.

Until further notice, ALL ministry
meetings and activities are postponed
for June due to the coronavirus
outbreak. We will do our best to stay
connected as much as possible. The
10:30 AM Sunday service can be
viewed online by going to the church
website and clicking on “Facebook
Live Stream.”

GOD BLESS OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
Let us not forget to pray for our brave first
responders, the people we turn to for
emergencies or when tragedy strikes, who risk
their safety and lives for others on a daily basis.
Please pray for their safety, their mental and
emotional well-being, and remember their
families in your prayers.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM is currently
cancelled until further notice.
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IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Christopher Kuehl
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

With the unemployment rate escalating,
food donations will be appreciated when
the church reopens.

JUNE
2 – JoAnn Lebowitz
4 – Jesse Camponelli
7 – Bethuel Johnson 11 – Gary Hacker
11 – Janis Jones
12 – Eleanor Scheidegg
14 – Erica Devlin
15 – Gloria Hawthorne
20 – Joe Hober
22 – Janet Brock
22 – Juliette Williams
27 – Leo Snyder
30 – Robert Gurtcheff

PRAYER CHAIN

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.

23rd - Leo & Dolores Snyder

Mission Project
Anyone that sews (adults or young
people) will you be willing to make
masks, and do so for the rest of the
summer? They will be donated to
needy facilities. Please contact
Betty McLaughlin, Mission Coordinator, at 215947-3317, or 215-740-2097.

If you would like to include your name on the
STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
write your name and the day
and month you were born, or
your anniversary date on a slip
of paper and leave it in the
church office on the secretary’s desk, or send an
e-mail to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.
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