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According to an article entitled “SACRAMENTS” on UMC.org, the United Methodist Church recognizes
two sacraments in which Christ himself participated: baptism and the Lord's Supper. According to John
Wesley, Methodism’s founder, The Lord's Supper is to be celebrated and received regularly “as often as
[one] can.” The article continues to say: As we pray together and receive the body and blood of Christ
together, we are united with Christ, with one another, and in ministry to all the world.
During the coronavirus pandemic, it certainly has been challenging for churches to find a way to celebrate
the Lord’s Supper. Many churches of various faiths have discontinued in-house services in order to stave
off the spread of the coronavirus, and to keep their parishioners safe. Online services have become the
new normal, as this virus has rapidly transformed life as we once knew it. Churches have temporarily
discontinued or altered their communion practices, and this pandemic may affect how churches dispense
communion well into the future. For example, in an article written by David Crary on 5/19/20, featured in
the Crux online, Mariann Budde, the Episcopal Bishop of Washington is quoted as saying that “most
churches in her diocese traditionally used a communal cup for distribution of the communion wine.” She
indicated that this practice “will almost certainly be halted, at least in the early stages of resumed inperson worship.” Some churches have arranged drive-by communion, dispensed by ministers wearing
face masks and protective gloves.
During the first week in March, Pastor Olivet requested that I look into purchasing ready to serve, prefilled communion cups that are sealed with 100% grape juice at the bottom, with a separately sealed
unleavened wafer on top that could be distributed to parishioners in the future. I admired her for taking
this proactive step early on; however, she attributed this decision to the Lord who guided her in this
direction.
Good Shepherd pro-actively began streaming services online via Facebook (and available on our church
website) as of March 15th, which have been a blessing not only for current members, but also for former
members, or those who have moved out of the area. For the faithful, it is an opportunity to stay connected,
but remain safe as Covid-19 cases are on the rise. Furthermore, it provides a feeling of comfort and
normalcy which is so desperately needed during these challenging times. Not quite 4 months later, a
parking lot Communion Service was held at Good Shepherd on July 5th, thanks to the diligence of the
dedicated “Covid-19 Worship Team” who arrived early to assure success. We are also grateful to Tom
Parker who handled the audio in the parking lot so worshipers could follow the service that was being
recorded indoors. Wearing gloves and a face mask, Pastor Olivet served Communion to 33 grateful
recipients. During the service Pastor Olivet reminded us that “One of the greatest gifts that God has
blessed us with is the gift of salvation through the sacrifice of His son.” This opportunity to serve
communion to the members of Good Shepherd is a gift as well, and we are thankful to all the volunteers
for making this possible.
Our next outdoor Communion Service will be held in the church parking lot on Sunday, August 2nd. We
look forward to seeing you there! - Paula Direso, Editor

From the Pastor’s Heart
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GIVE GOD ROOM TO ORCHESTRATE!
One of my favorite Bible verses comes from the Book of Wisdom. Proverbs 16:9 (New Life Version reads;
“The mind of a man plans his way, but the Lord shows him what to do.”
In late February 2020, I was pondering on Worship and the administering of the Sacraments. I cannot recall all
of the particulars, but I remember distinctly hearing “change the elements.” At first, the instruction was a bit
saddening for me, as there is something very special about the people approaching the rail, as I served them
with fresh bread from the Lord’s Table. I pondered on the directive for over a week, before asking Paula, our
administrative secretary, to order 300 individual Communion cups with the wafer.
I was not aware of an invasive virus roaming our Nation, and the destruction it was capable of reeking on so
many. However, our Omnipotent God was fully aware of what was coming and made provisions for us. It was
from this abundance that we were able to serve those who came out on July 5th, 2020. COVID-19, unleashed a
destructive disruption in our personal and communal lives, the likes many of us have never seen or known. Our
manner of worship and the administration of Holy Communion was affected. Yet, out of the abundance of his
grace and love, Jehovah Jireh afforded me the opportunity to serve his people with great delight. I give all honor
to God for his providence, protection, provision. I thank God for his divine guidance and stand on the words of
John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer which says:
“I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”
God’s marvelous, mysterious, amazing ways, daily mesmerize me. The people who came and received were
grateful. Many thanks to our faithful Worship COVID Team and to Tom Parker who provided the audio sound
for outside. A combined total of 33 people in the sanctuary and parking lot received the elements of Holy
Communion. Good Shepherd UMC, the Lord is in our midst! Let us continue to trust and rely on him to care
for us in all of our needs. Sometimes, his directives may be puzzling, but our responsibility is to heed and
execute his will. Therefore, please give the Lord the opportunity to orchestrate your life. He is willing and able.
The writer of Proverbs 3:5-6 says; “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding.6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

In Christ,
Pastor Olivet
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These images are just some taken on July 5th, 2020 - Outdoor Holy Communion.

The images can also be viewed on our Facebook page.
Praise God from whom ALL blessings Flow
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GOOD SHEPHERD NOW OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to the church website
at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website for updated
cancellations and information, and share this
notice with other members.

and scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to
register. There is even an online tutorial
and a contact number if you need help.

Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

Online giving is the future. In the lifetime of our
young people, we will see electronic payments
overshadow traditional methods of paper
payments. In order to position ourselves to
continue doing the work of God in the future and
to make it as convenient as possible to be
a cheerful giver to God’s work, we have decided
to offer online giving to you. In addition to easier
access to giving and more engagement with
young stewards, online offering has many
benefits for the church. It allows us to more
easily track contributions for budgeting. It saves
us from manually tracking those contributions
every week. It saves us from large fees on
check processing and allows us to more
accurately forecast expenditures and needs.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Many of you already pay for most of your
purchases electronically, whether online or with
a credit or debit card. So, we have decided to
offer this service as a convenience to you. You
can set the donations to match your pay periods,
and even send your one-time donations to the
special offerings we may have from time-to-time.
This new service allows you to give any amount,
at any time, from home or on the road,
with your computer or even your mobile device.
Now you can control how and when you give
your tithes. We hope you will consider electronic
giving in the future.

Until further notice, ALL ministry
meetings and activities are postponed
for July-August due to the coronavirus
outbreak. We will do our best to stay
connected as much as possible. The
10:30 AM Sunday service can be
viewed online by going to the church
website and clicking on “Facebook
Live Stream.”

When services and activities are
resumed, please consider joining us
for PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP in
The Upper Room on Wednesdays
in the sanctuary from 6:00 to 7:00
PM. It is an Essential Appointment.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM remains
cancelled until further notice.
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READING AND RELIGION
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Contributed by: Phyllis Brock

Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

The Girl with the Louding Voice
By Abi Dare
Adunni is a fourteen-year-old Nigerian girl who
knows what she wants and it’s an
education. Her mother has told her, this is the
only way to get a “louding voice”—the ability to
speak for herself and decide her own future.
However, Adunni's father sells her to be the third
wife of a local man who is eager for her to bear
him a son and heir.

With the unemployment rate escalating,
food donations will be appreciated when
the church reopens.

When Adunni runs away to the city, hoping to
make a better life, she finds that the only other
option before her is serving to a wealthy family.
As a daughter, a subservient wife, and a
powerless slave, Adunni is told, by words and
deeds, that she is nothing.

Mission Project
Anyone that sews (adults or young
people) will you be willing to make
masks, and do so for the rest of the
summer? They will be donated to
needy facilities. Please contact Betty
McLaughlin, Mission Coordinator, at 215-9473317, or 215-740-2097.

But while misfortunes might quiet Adunni’s voice
for a time, they cannot mute it. And when she
realizes that she must stand up not only for
herself, but for other girls, for the ones who
came before her and were lost, and for the next
girls, who will inevitably follow, she finds the
resolve to speak, however she can—in a
whisper, in song, in broken English—until she is
heard.

JULY
3-Pat Wallace
4-Alicia Dillow
5-Claire Amodei
12-Chris Dunne
15-Martha Johnson
17-Elizabeth Morrison
21-Alec Smolowski
21-Clarence Shepherd
22-Anthony DeSimone 24-Edna Scott
29-Napaye Johnson
31-Brian Calhoun
AUGUST
4-Nicole Rocks
12-Dave Schaffer
15-Marge Philippi
21-Paula Davidson
21-Bill Friz
24-Kyle Ingham

GOD BLESS OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
AND MANY OTHERS!
Let us not forget to pray for our brave first
responders, the people we turn to for
emergencies or when tragedy strikes, who risk
their safety and lives for others on a daily basis.
Please pray for their safety, their mental and
emotional well-being, and remember their
families in your prayers. While in prayer, please
do not forget your family doctor, specialists, and
their staff, the sanitation workers, the postal
workers, grocery store employees, custodians,
gas station attendants, pharmacists, drug store
employees, and delivery service employees,
etc., who deserve our praise and appreciation
for their vigilance and dedication during this
unprecedented time. They put their lives at risk
while serving all of us!

JULY
David & Amelia Sango
AUGUST
th
7 – Joe & Faith Hober
13th – Walt & Marge Philippi

29th –
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If you would like to include your name on the
STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day and
month you were born, or your
names and anniversary date and
send an e-mail to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Christopher Kuehl
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch
PRAYER CHAIN

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.
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