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“Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed,
for he shares his bread with the poor. – Proverbs 22:9 ESV

R*E*F*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
In an article on the Mayo Clinic site entitled: “Covid-19 and your mental health,” written by the Mayo Clinic staff, I
believe the following summarizes how some people may be feeling. “The COVID-19 pandemic has likely brought
many changes to how you live your life, and with it uncertainty, altered daily routines, financial pressures and
social isolation. You may worry about getting sick, how long the pandemic will last and what the future will bring.
Information overload, rumors and misinformation can make your life feel out of control and make it unclear what to
do. During the COVID-19 pandemic, you may experience stress, anxiety, fear, sadness and loneliness.” Many
are seeking ways to overcome these issues, or at least abate them as we navigate through these difficult times.
I feel that it is essential to communicate with others, and share our feelings and experiences during these
unprecedented times in order to support one another. During a recent conversation with a parishioner from Good
Shepherd, he acknowledged that despite the many challenges he currently faces, he is able to find strength in the
concept that “things could always be worse than they are,” which helps him to appreciate the positives in his life.
For example, when you reflect on what life must be like right now for the people in Louisiana and Texas following
the aftermath of Hurricane Laura, it puts things in a totally different perspective. This concept helps us to focus on
the needs of more vulnerable people, and inspires us to look beyond ourselves, and find ways to support others.
Getting involved in local and distant efforts to support people who are more vulnerable, is a way of life for many
members of Good Shepherd. For example, while on his way to pick up his brother at Nick’s Roast Beef in
Woodhaven in early August, our Lay Leader, Rob Gurtcheff, noticed a group of homeless people sleeping at the
abandoned supermarket nearby. He was inspired to drop off items for this group the following night, and promptly
posted a notice on Facebook, requesting donations of various supplies that could be dropped off at the church
under his direction. Subsequently, Rob teamed up with an organization called “Never Surrender Hope,” who
distribute “Hope Bags,” which are one of the essentials they hand out when doing street outreach. These bags
are one of the many tools that help them to initiate conversation with homeless people, and “at the same time give
them a little something to munch on.” The purpose of their outings “is to help people find hope and see they are
not forgotten.” This organization likes to “try and plant the seed of recovery and self-worth with lots of love.”
Helping others is not only beneficial to the receiver, but also to the givers themselves. By helping others, it can
boost our self-esteem, add purpose to our lives, and can enhance our mental and physical health.
On September 13th, from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM, Good Shepherd will be hosting a “HOPE BAG PARTY,”
at which time volunteers will be assembling “Hope Bags” outside the church. Face mask and social distancing
protocols will be followed. We need church members to gather items to put inside the Hope Bags, and to help
organize the supplies and distribute them. Rob is currently in the process of collecting items for our scheduled
event. You can text or call Rob at: 215-378-0026, or email: rgurtcheff@gmail.com if you’d like to drop off a
donation or volunteer. We are asking for donations of individually wrapped items listed below. - Paula Direso, Editor
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Pop-Tarts
Juice
Variety snack size chips
Applesauce/Jell-O/Pudding
Peanut butter crackers
Pretzels

7. Cookies
8. Candy
9. Fruit snacks
10. Wipes
11. 1-gallon Sandwich baggies
12. Plastic Spoons

From the Pastor’s Heart
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Living life with a purpose/Making a Difference
I thank you, God, for making me so mysteriously complex! Everything you do is marvelously breathtaking.
It simply amazes me to think about it! How thoroughly you know me, Lord! (Psalm 139:14 The Passion Translation)
The game of sport is fascinating, and one in which I participated as a youth. As much as I enjoyed being a
runner, my all-time favorite was playing the game of netball. It's a sport mostly played in the UK and adopted
by the British Colonies, including Antigua. The game has some similarities to basketball, except it does not
have a backboard on the basket. Therefore, one must be very precise and strategic in getting a goal.
What I remember most vividly about playing that game was how our coach trained us. Each player learned to
play at least two positions. He provided all of the techniques, and was very diligent and patient as we developed
our skills. However, it was up to each player to put in the time necessary to be their best.
As I worked on preparing The United Methodist Church of the Good Shepherd for our 2020 Charge Conference,
I reflected on my days of playing netball. Each player is beckoned to focus on being one in Spirit. It is not
about personal accolades, but getting to and winning the championship. Sports applies to so many principles of
Christianity, such as Paul’s admonishment to us in Hebrews 12:1 to "Run the race of faith with endurance."
Team of Good Shepherd, I would like to congratulate each player, who diligently worked to ensure that all 78
pages of our Charge Conference Report was completed and submitted on time. I will not list any names, as
those of you know who you are and the contribution you made. Also, I extend profound appreciation to our
cheerleaders, who showed up on ZOOM to share in the fellowship with Dr. Rev. Andrew Foster, District
Superintendent. Regrets to those who attempted to connect, but encountered technical difficulties. I am also
aware that some of you had to fulfill other obligations. At the same time, some chose not to join in. That is an
issue between you and Jehovah. We celebrate and honor those who honored the time to glorify God, who judges
the intent of the heart. Let’s press on to the goal.
Each day that we have the privilege to breathe, we should (with gratitude) do the work God assigns to us. I am
grateful to work alongside each of you. Members of Good Shepherd, to stand and be the Church that emulates
the principle of Jesus Christ, I submit to you this quote from John Wesley. "We have to be not almost
Christians, but altogether Christians."
“Whatever you do, do well. For when you go to the grave, there will be no work or planning or knowledge or
wisdom” (Ecclesiastes 9:10 New Living Translation).
Your humble servant,

Pastor Olivet
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GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to the church website
at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.

and scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to
register. There is even an online tutorial
and a contact number if you need help.

Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

Online giving is the future. In the lifetime of our
young people, we will see electronic payments
overshadow traditional methods of paper
payments. In order to position ourselves to
continue doing the work of God in the future and
to make it as convenient as possible to be
a cheerful giver to God’s work, we have decided
to offer online giving to you. In addition to easier
access to giving and more engagement with
young stewards, online offering has many
benefits for the church. It allows us to more
easily track contributions for budgeting. It saves
us from manually tracking those contributions
every week. It saves us from large fees on
check processing and allows us to more
accurately forecast expenditures and needs.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Many of you already pay for most of your
purchases electronically, whether online or with
a credit or debit card. So, we have decided to
offer this service as a convenience to you. You
can set the donations to match your pay periods,
and even send your one-time donations to the
special offerings we may have from time-to-time.
This new service allows you to give any amount,
at any time, from home or on the road,
with your computer or even your mobile device.
Now you can control how and when you give
your tithes. We hope you will consider electronic
giving in the future.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will do
our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/GoodShepherd-United-Methodist-Church), or via the
church website.

When services and activities are
resumed, please consider joining us
for PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP in
The Upper Room on Wednesdays
in the sanctuary from 6:00 to 7:00
PM. It is an Essential Appointment.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM remains
cancelled until further notice.
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READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
A Lesson Before Dying
by Ernest J. Gaines

The United Methodist Women will be collecting
disposable reusable masks, and flip-top bottles
(2 ounces) for use in dispensing hand sanitizer,
and gallon jugs of hand sanitizer are needed to
fill flip-top bottles. Monetary donations are being
gratefully accepted to help purchase and
distribute supplies. If you plan on donating,
please contact Betty McLaughlin at:
215-740-2097 to make arrangements for pickups or drop-offs. We will be taking collections
through the end of September.

This book is set in a small Cajun community in the late
1940s. Jefferson, a young black man, is an unwilling
party to a liquor store shoot-out in which three men are
killed. As the only survivor, he is convicted of murder
and sentenced to death.
Grant Wiggins, who left his hometown for the university,
has returned to the plantation school to teach. As he
struggles with his decision whether to stay or escape to
another state, his aunt and Jefferson's godmother
persuade him to visit Jefferson in his cell and impart his
learning and his pride to Jefferson before his death.

Since UMW has not been meeting, we still must
meet our pledge for the year. We would
appreciate it if you would kindly send your UMW
offerings (that go to Missions) to: Liz Malloy at
the following address: 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.

In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both
come to understand the simple heroism of resisting and
defying the unexpected.

GOD BLESS OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
AND MANY OTHERS!

The Executive Board will meet in January to
discuss the details and time for future UMW
meetings.

Let us not forget to pray for our brave first
responders, the people we turn to for
emergencies or when tragedy strikes, who risk
their safety and lives for others on a daily basis.
Please pray for their safety, their mental and
emotional well-being, and remember their
families in your prayers. While in prayer, please
do not forget your family doctor, specialists, and
their staff, the sanitation workers, the postal
workers, grocery store employees, custodians,
gas station attendants, pharmacists, drug store
employees, and delivery service employees,
etc., who deserve our praise and appreciation
for their vigilance and dedication during this
unprecedented time. They put their lives at risk
while serving all of us!

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

Mission Project
Anyone that sews (adults or young people) will
you be willing to make masks? They
will be donated to needy facilities.
Please contact Betty McLaughlin,
Mission Coordinator, at 215-9473317, or 215-740-2097.
4

PRAYER CHAIN

Tom & Danielle Parker are
conducting a TENT fundraiser to
be used to continue community
outreach. If you are interested in
donating to this worthy cause, please contact
Danielle at: 215-480-3398.

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

SEPTEMBER
1 - William Kuehl
4 - Alexis Bennett
4 - Ryann Moore
6 - Judy Camponelli
8 - Doris Nugent
9 - Lilleas Calhoun
10 - Joseph Ciesielski 11 - Maurice Brock
15 - William Bennett
17 - Gary Calhoun, Sr.
21 - Thomas Hart
27 - Jackie Shepherd
30 - Laura Snyder
30 - Gina Morrison

With the unemployment rate escalating,
food donations will be appreciated when
the church reopens.

SEPTEMBER
– Robert & Pam Gurtcheff
8th – Dwayne & Patricia Hallman
25th – Dan & Betty McLaughlin
28th – Bob & Barbara Parncutt
3rd

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day
and month you were born, or your names and
anniversary date and send an e-mail to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.
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