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R*E*F*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Thanksgiving heralds the beginning of Advent and the holiday season, and this year, as we find ourselves trying
to cope with the challenges of a pandemic, with reported cases escalating in many parts of the country, physical
distancing and wearing masks has become part of our daily routine. Many people are trying to determine how to
navigate safely through the holidays, and if possible, still maintain some sort of normalcy. Others may be
relegated to remaining at home alone, but at the very least, we still have our memories of previous holiday
gatherings that we can be grateful for, and hopefully we can explore creative ways to let others know we are
thinking of them.

November has traditionally been the month that Good Shepherd has held their annual Ladies Tea, which
extends the invitation to friends and family to participate as well. Each year the hostesses for this event
demonstrate their creativity using colorful and themed table accessories that never cease to amaze me, along
with the delicious assortment of sandwiches, salads and of course scrumptious desserts. Although this
gathering is not an option this year, perhaps an alternative might be to prepare a favorite baked dessert for
family members, friends, or neighbors to enjoy to let them know you appreciate them. A simple phone call
could alert them that you will be dropping off a dessert near their front door, that can be enjoyed together with a
cup of tea via Zoom, Skype, FaceTime, or a simple phone call. Although we have these advanced technological
resources today, and many people prefer texting, I also believe that a good old-fashioned phone call, and
hearing the sound of a person’s voice can be very therapeutic, as we physically distance and try to find safe
ways to be socially connected. This is particularly true for people who are not familiar with today’s technology.
Greeting cards, homemade or purchased, humorous, sentimental, or encouraging, are uplifting for the receiver,
and can be a welcome surprise amidst the usual junk mail and bills in the mailbox. An added verse from the
Bible can also be a perfect reminder that although we may be feeling isolated or lonely at times, the Lord is
always with us.
As we count our blessings, it is important to remember the needs of others, and to consider those who are less
fortunate or challenged. Offering to obtain groceries or prescriptions, either in person, via drive-by window,
parking lot pick-up, or via a delivery service, for people who are more vulnerable, can make a significant
difference in someone’s life. Our MISSIONS projects being conducted in November, (see last page) also
present the perfect opportunity to provide canned goods, clothing, and backpacks for those in need.
As I reminisce about previous years, I find myself smiling when I think about the little children of Good
Shepherd’s day school, and the devoted teachers and aides who taught them about the meaning of
Thanksgiving and our blessings. I recall opening the door to Wood Hall, and passing by the festively decorated
tables, where the youngsters were seated wearing colorful paper Pilgrim hats and Indian headdresses, while
enjoying a special pre-Thanksgiving luncheon. As I continued this walk down “memory lane,” I recalled that as
a young child I was taught an alternative version of the hymn “We Gather Together.” I am uncertain if I learned
this verse in grade school or in Sunday School, yet the words have remained with me to this day, and although
simply expressed, still have significant meaning.
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing
For food and for shelter, for comfort and love.
For deep in our hearts, is the lesson thou has taught us,
On earth to do as good as in heaven above.
- Paula Direso, Editor

GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to the church website
at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.

and scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to
register. There is even an online tutorial
and a contact number if you need help.

Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

In order to position ourselves to continue doing
the work of God in the future and to make it as
convenient as possible to be a cheerful giver to
God’s work, we have decided to offer online
giving to you. In addition to easier access to
giving and more engagement with young
stewards, online offering has many benefits for
the church. It allows us to more easily track
contributions for budgeting. It saves us from
manually tracking those contributions every
week. It saves us from large fees on check
processing and allows us to more accurately
forecast expenditures and needs.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Many of you already pay for most of your
purchases electronically, whether online or with
a credit or debit card, so this service is a
convenience for you, as well as Good Shepherd.
You can set the donations to match your pay
periods, and even send your one-time donations
to the special offerings we may have from timeto-time. This service allows you to give any
amount, at any time, from home or on the road,
with your computer or even your mobile device.
Now you can control how and when you give
your tithes. We hope you will consider electronic
giving in the future.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will do
our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook or via the
church website.

When services and activities are
resumed, please consider joining
us for PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP
in The Upper Room on
Wednesdays in the
sanctuary from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. It is
an Essential Appointment.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM remains
cancelled until further notice.
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READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock

Since UMW has not been meeting, we still must
meet our pledge for the year. We would
appreciate it if you would kindly send your UMW
offerings (that go to Missions) to: Liz Malloy at
the following address: 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.

All the Colors We Are
(The Story of How We Got Our Skin)
By Katie Kissinger
All the Colors We Are is a children’s book and
part of the United Methodist Women’s reading
plan. This book was written to help children
understand why our skin comes in a rainbow of
colors. It teaches us that we should celebrate
the one way we are all special and different from
one another by our skin color!

The Executive Board will meet in January to
discuss the details and time for future UMW
meetings.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

I enjoyed this story because it explains to
children in a simple and scientifically accurate
way, about how our skin color is determined by
our ancestors, the sun, and melanin. The book
is filled with colorful photographs that capture
the beautiful variety of skin tones. By reading
this book it will help children understand the
myths and stereotypes associated with skin
color, and enable them to build a positive
identity as they accept, understand, and value
our rich and diverse world.

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

GOD BLESS OUR FIRST RESPONDERS
AND MANY OTHERS!
Let us not forget to pray for our brave first
responders, the people we turn to for
emergencies or when tragedy strikes, who risk
their safety and lives for others on a daily basis.
Please pray for their safety, their mental and
emotional well-being, and remember their
families in your prayers. While in prayer, please
do not forget your family doctor, specialists, and
their staff, the sanitation workers, the postal
workers, grocery store employees, custodians,
gas station attendants, pharmacists, drug store
employees, and delivery service employees,
etc., who deserve our praise and appreciation
for their vigilance and dedication during this
unprecedented time. They put their lives at risk
while serving all of us!

PRAYER CHAIN

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.
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MISSIONS

from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM beginning
November 28th, or on Sundays from 10:00 AM
until 12:00 noon from November 29th
through Sunday, December 13th - the last
day. Two volunteers will be needed to take
these items to Arch Street UMC in December.
Please contact our coordinator, Betty
McLaughlin: 215-947-3317, or 215-740-2097.

Missions is still alive and working behind the
scenes. We are continuing to support quarterly
a young man in Africa. We were recently able to
assist someone in need. Numerous amounts of
hygiene products for women were donated and
shared with the Mission Coordinator of
Bensalem UMC for distribution of these items.
Boxes of canned goods were delivered to
Holmesburg UMC for their food bank, and their
new Pastor was very pleased to receive this
donation.
DONATIONS
Parx families of the
racetrack in Bensalem
are in need of the
following food items:
Assorted beans – pinto, baked beans, etc.,
rice, canned stews, canned tuna and canned
chicken, thick soups, and canned fruit.

NOVEMBER
3 – Emily Morrison
14 – Shelly Carney
21 – Ronald Case, Jr. 25 – Kathy Bellerjeau
25 – Mary Ellen Rehm 29 – Marie Quigley

NOVEMBER
11th - Gary & Linda Calhoun
16th - Anisha & Gary Calhoun

Items can be dropped off or placed in the
narthex (near the wicker basket) every
Saturday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
beginning November 7th, or on Sundays from
10:00 AM until 12:00 noon through Sunday,
November 22nd, which is the last collection
date. A volunteer is needed to deliver these
items to the Parx families. A delivery date will
be determined in the near future. Please
contact – Betty McLaughlin, Coordinator:
215-947-3317, or 215-740-2097.

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day
and month you were born, or your
names and anniversary date and send an email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.

MISSIONS: GRACE CAFÉ
Due to the pandemic, we will
not be cooking for Grace
Café this year. However, we
will be supporting them, and
can use the following new
and gently used items:

Tom & Danielle Parker are
conducting a TENT fundraiser to
be used to continue community
outreach. If you are interested in
donating to this worthy cause, please contact
Danielle at: 215-480-3398.

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S

• Heavy socks for men and women
• Back packs for adults
• Scarfs and gloves
• Hoodies
• Sweatpants and sweatsuits
• Jackets/coats
• Boots
Items can be dropped off or placed in the
narthex (near the wicker basket) on Saturdays

Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.
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