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R*E*F*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Charles Wesley

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing is one of the most popular Christmas songs of all-time,”
according to an article featured in UMC.org entitled “Glory to the Newborn King – A
Christmas Hymn Devotion” written by Joe Iovino of United Methodist Communications.
The article continues: “For some of us, it just doesn't feel like Christmas until we hear,
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing. We hear it while shopping in December, will almost
certainly sing it during Christmas Eve worship, and have been listening to Charlie Brown
and the Peanuts gang sing it to close their Christmas special since 1965.” The hymn was
written by Charles Wesley, a formative leader in the Methodist movement, younger brother
of the Methodist founder, John Wesley, and is “sung by congregations of almost every
denomination.”
Charles Wesley was born in Epworth, Lincolnshire, England on December 18, 1707, the 18th child of
Suzanna and Samuel Wesley, (a clergyman of the Church of England and poet). He and his siblings were
home-schooled six hours a day by their English mother, who was fluent in Greek, Latin, and French. He
spent 13 years at the Westminster School, where Latin was the only spoken language, and subsequently
spent 9 years at Oxford, from which he earned a master’s degree in classical languages and literature. It is
said that Charles composed at least 6500 hymns, which makes him one of the most outstanding hymn writers
of the 18th century. Some of his most memorable and lasting hymns include: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing;
And Can It Be that I Should Gain; O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing; Love Divine, All Loves Excelling;
Jesus, Lover of My Soul; Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; and Rejoice! the Lord Is King!”
If Charles Wesley were alive today, I believe he would be impressed by the incredibly uplifting performance
that was given back in April, 2020, as hundreds of United Methodists from across the globe virtually joined
together as the World Wide Easter Sunday Virtual Choir to sing Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (one of
my personal favorites). According to UMC Discipleship Ministries online, The United Methodist Church
produced this video as their “gift to the world, allowing all people to hear this hymn and celebrate Easter in
their homes during the COVID-19 pandemic.” I had passed this gift on for others to enjoy, and it is still
available for viewing by going to: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/watch-the-worldwide-eastersunday-virtual-choir.
Preparations are now underway for the presentation of the United Methodist Church 2020 Worldwide Virtual
Christmas Choir video! (See article: www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/christmaschoir). This virtual choir “will
come together with unified voices to celebrate the birth of Christ our Savior!” You will be able to find the
downloadable video as of December 18th, on www.umcdiscipleship.org under Discipleship Ministries, and
on the UMCOM website. Congregations will be able to use the video in their Christmas worship services and
post to social media. They invite you to share the video with your friends and family! The choir will be singing
Silent Night, and a Christmas Medley of songs which combines Charles Wesley’s Hark! the Herald Angels
Sing, Amen, The First Noel, and Joy to the World. This inspiring virtual performance may be just what you
need to reignite the flame of the Spirit inside you during the holidays.
Wishing you all the Lord’s blessings throughout this holiday season and always. - Paula Direso, Editor

Pastor’s Musings
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To BE

We all can agree that 2020 is a year of Consistent uncertainty, Chaos, Catastrophe, Change, and
Challenges. We all had to Contend with an uninvited, unannounced, and undetected guest, COVID-19,
aka Coronavirus.
Change and Challenges are a normal part of human existence, and I must admit that I often welcome
them as they break up the monotony of life. However, the Chaotic mess we find ourselves in this year has
disrupted our Communities. Many of our everyday lives and privileges have been Curtailed, as Conscious
decisions are made not to partake in activities that will cause us to be Contaminated. Caring for ourselves,
our loved ones, and our neighbors are Central to survival. Therefore, we Cultivate new ways of
Connectedness and Comply with the guidelines established so that by God's grace, we can live, rejoice
and give thanks for the ability to take another breath.
The past months have implored us to draw Closer to the Lord. Throughout this Crisis, I am encouraged
and yet shaken to the Core as a Child of the Christian Faith. Yes, it has been difficult, but God is with us.
With a daily dose of Courage and the willingness to be Changed as God sees necessary, we will rise
above these Circumstances. "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel."
As we embark on this sacred season of Advent, please permit me to share with you a few gifts I gleaned
from ABA Father as I sat silently with him. Go ahead, unwrap, embrace, live, and share the following
scriptures as we Celebrate Baby Jesus’ birth and await the return of Christ our Lord, the Redeemer.
Be fruitful and multiply. Genesis 1:28
Be blameless and true. Genesis 17:1
Be not afraid Isaiah 41:10, Deuteronomy 20:1, Joshua 1:9, 11:16, Matthew 14:27, Acts 18:9
Be planted by the rivers of water. Psalm 1:3 & Jeremiah 17:8
Be still and know I am God. Psalm 46:10
Be not conformed to this world: Romans 12:2
Be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5:18
Be strong in the Lord and the power of his might. Ephesians 6:10
Be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 2 Corinthians 11:15
Be holy because I am holy. 1 Peter 1:16
Be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord's work. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)
Finally, take time to rest your body, mind, soul. William Penn said, "True silence is the rest of the mind
and is to the spirit what sleep is to the body, nourishment and refreshment."
May the blessings of God be upon you and shine brightly within your heart and home this Christmas, as
CHRIST takes Center place in all you are and all you do.

In Christ,
Pastor Olivet
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GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to the church website
at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.

and scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to
register. There is even an online tutorial
and a contact number if you need help.

Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

In order to position ourselves to continue doing
the work of God in the future, and to make it as
convenient as possible to be a cheerful giver to
God’s work, we have decided to offer online
giving to you. In addition to easier access to
giving and more engagement with young
stewards, online offering has many benefits for
the church. It allows us to more easily track
contributions for budgeting. It saves us from
manually tracking those contributions every
week. It saves us from large fees on check
processing and allows us to more accurately
forecast expenditures and needs.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Many of you already pay for most of your
purchases electronically, whether online or with
a credit or debit card, so this service is a
convenience for you, as well as Good Shepherd.
You can set the donations to match your pay
periods, and even send your one-time donations
to the special offerings we may have from timeto-time. This service allows you to give any
amount, at any time, from home or on the road,
with your computer or even your mobile device.
Now you can control how and when you give
your tithes. We hope you will consider electronic
giving in the future.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will do
our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook or via the
church website.

When services and activities are
resumed, please consider joining
us for PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP
in The Upper Room on
Wednesdays in the
sanctuary from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. It is
an Essential Appointment.

The Wednesday afternoon
Bible Study that meets in the
choir room at 1:00 PM remains
cancelled until further notice.
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READING AND RELIGION

PRAYER CHAIN

Contributed by: Phyllis Brock

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.

Mary’s Son: A Tale of Christmas
By Darryl Nyznyk
Sarah Stone is 11 years old, and
lives a very lonely life in a mansion amidst
butlers, nannies, and housekeepers. Her father
is always too busy for her. She is angry at the
world. On the other side of town, in a slum called
the Sink, Jared Roberts and his gang barely
survive. They are from broken families and fight
to survive. Jared, too, is angry, and intends to do
something about it.

Since UMW has not been meeting, we still must
meet our pledge for the year. We would
appreciate it if you would kindly send your UMW
offerings (that go to Missions) to: Liz Malloy at
the following address: 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.

Jared eyes Sarah's mansion for a pre-Christmas
burglary that will show the world who he really
is. Into the mix comes a mysterious man named
Nicholas, who intrigues, yet scares both Jared
and Sarah. Nicholas tries to guide the two
youths away from their anger and the suffering
that will follow, only to realize he can change
them. Finally, he whisks them to another time
and place where a Christmas long ago teaches
them the true meaning of life in a way they never
imagined. MARY'S SON is a modern tale of the
fears and passions of youth overcome by the
wonder of the real Christmas story.

The Executive Board will meet in January to
discuss the details and time for future UMW
meetings.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

I hope you enjoy the story and I wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! - Phyllis

LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS!
As the cases of coronavirus continue to escalate
throughout this country, let us not forget to pray
for the doctors, nurses, and other hospital
personnel, as well as our brave first responders.
While in prayer, please do not forget your family
doctor, specialists, and their staff, the sanitation
workers, the postal workers, grocery store
employees, custodians, gas station attendants,
pharmacists, drug store employees, and delivery
service employees, etc., who deserve our praise
and appreciation for their vigilance and
dedication during this unprecedented time.
Please pray for their safety, their families, their
mental and emotional well-being, and remember
they put their lives at risk while serving all of us!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

4

MISSIONS

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day and
month you were born, or your
names and anniversary date and send an email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.

DONATIONS: GRACE CAFÉ
Due to the pandemic, we
will not be cooking for
Grace Café this year.
However, we will be
supporting them, and can
use the following new and
gently used items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tom & Danielle Parker are
conducting a TENT fundraiser to
be used to continue community
outreach. If you are interested in
donating to this worthy cause, please contact
Danielle at: 215-480-3398.

Heavy socks for men and women
Back packs for adults
Scarfs and gloves
Hoodies
Sweatpants and sweatsuits
Jackets/coats
Boots

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

Items can be dropped off or placed in the
narthex (near the wicker basket) on Saturdays
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, or on Sundays
from 10:00 AM until 12:00 noon through
Sunday, December 13th - the last day. Two
volunteers will be needed to take these items to
Arch Street UMC in December. Please contact
our coordinator, Betty McLaughlin: 215-9473317, or 215-740-2097.

DECEMBER
3 - Lynda Caristo
8 - Jeannette Cartwright
8 - Pat Sommers
15 - Joseph Kuehl
16 - Christine Johnson 20 - Mary Beth Ciesielski
22 - Phyllis Brock
26 - Rosemarie Gross
28 - Lorraine Hober

DECEMBER
- Joseph & Mary Beth Ciesielski
th
13 - Walt & Susan Dziuk
10th
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