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There is an expression that comes to mind when I recall first meeting Pastor Olivet: “You only get one chance
to make a first impression.” You could feel the excitement in the air when she
came through the Narthex doors that lead to the hallway, as various church
members and I anxiously approached her to introduce ourselves. This fashionably
dressed, tall and elegant woman with a warm, inviting smile, exuded confidence
and professionalism, and following a brief conversation, I knew from that very
moment that her leadership would command excellence.
I soon became aware that Pastor Olivet appreciated nature, she liked varying
shades of purple, preferred to use specific colored gel pens when writing, and
maintained a neat and organized office, where she surrounded herself with
plaques, photos, and memorabilia that were dear to her heart. Her preference however, was completing office
work in the Sanctuary, her sacred place of peace and inspiration. We quickly learned that she preferred to be
addressed as “Pastor Olivet,” rather than just “Pastor,” and I often wondered how she managed to preach
most Sundays while wearing those high heels! I discovered that she often began her day at 4:00 AM, and I
admired her fortitude and positivity. Walking the neighborhood was a favorite pastime, as she became
acquainted with the neighbors, or visited nearby parishioners. She was particular about the use of specific
words, and I discovered that the word “frustrated,” was never a part of her vocabulary. I learned that the
expression: “I did not want to add to your burden” was unacceptable, when she once replied, “I do not consider
my responsibilities of the ministry as a burden. I take great delight in what is before me, even the heavy lifting.”
During phone conversations Pastor Olivet would often share stories about her childhood, her experiences in
the business world, her memories of Union Memorial UMC, as well as Salem UMC, and her time in North
Carolina, when she furthered her education much later in life at Duke University, where she obtained her
Master of Divinity degree. She related that at that time she left her comfortable and spacious home to take up
residence in a very small room in a boarding house while continuing her education. Her friends and family
marveled at the way she adapted to her limited surroundings while pursuing her goals. One of her aspirations
was achieved when she became an ordained elder, which we had the honor of witnessing on June 14, 2019.
I had the honor of attending her ordination ceremony with other members of Good Shepherd, and with great
admiration we beamed with pride when she knelt on the alter before Bishop Peggy Johnson that day.
I admired the fact that Pastor Olivet always took her direction and guidance from the Lord for every situation
that would arise throughout a day, for every decision she made, and every thought she put down on paper.
She lived her life by the motto “If you are going to work for the Lord, you should do it with excellence.”
Occasionally she would email me her articles for The Staff, and a while later I’d receive her amended version,
and a subsequent revised version until she felt she reached perfection. I found myself in a similar situation, as
I attempted to honor her in this edition of The Staff. She requested that I maintain a separate accounting of
her heartfelt “Prayer of Illumination” each week, and was admired by some of her peers for composing them
for the weekly Bulletins. I appreciated her commitment to providing me with the Bulletin in a timely fashion for

editing, although on some occasions the Bulletin was delayed as she contemplated her prayer or sermon. On
those occasions she would often say, “I apologize for the delay, but I’m waiting on the Lord for guidance with
my sermon,” - while at the same time I was praying for the Lord to answer her, so I could complete my tasks!
(SMILE) Her desire to achieve excellence was demonstrated by her steadfast devotion to the matters at hand
at Good Shepherd or while guiding the “flock,” and her commitment to Conference related committees and
obligations handled in a timely manner.
I admired Pastor Olivet’s relationship with the Lord, and how she remained in constant prayer. I recall not long
after she became Good Shepherd’s Pastor, when I was experiencing some difficulties in my life, she assured
me that she would pray for me. Days later I was overwhelmed by so much good fortune, and called her to
express my gratitude. I jokingly commented, “Pastor Olivet, please don’t pray so hard, as I’m overwhelmed by
so much good fortune all at once!” During this pandemic she humbly revealed to me that she had memorized
everyone’s name from the Church Directory, and each night prayed for every member, as well as those
affiliated with Good Shepherd, calling forth their names to the Lord. With much gratitude I thank her for her
continued prayers and support for myself, my family, and friends, and for always having my best interests at
heart.
As I attempt to process her loss, I can hear her voice when I review the emails she sent to me, and will forever
remember her positivity at the beginning of a phone conversation when I’d question, “How are you Pastor
Olivet?” and she’d emphatically respond, “WONDERFUL!!!” I recall how she stressed the importance of
family, and how she lovingly referred to her granddaughters as her “grandbabies.” There is no doubt that I will
miss our heart-to-heart discussions, for she was not only my supervisor, but a confidant and my friend. I
treasure the unexpected cards I received in the mail, especially during the past year. In one card she had
written: “I hope one day you will be able to take another airplane trip. For now, just design your own.” Inside
was a diagram of how to make a paper airplane, and a small prayer card that states: “How wonderful it is that
nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.” – Anne Frank. The other side reads,
“Everything is possible for one who believes.” Mark 9:23. It is my opinion that Pastor Olivet focused on these
very same principles by the way she chose to lead her life.
July of 2021 would have marked her fourth year at Good Shepherd, and although she was not with us for a
very long time, she leaves behind an incredible legacy, and a plethora of spiritual wisdom and inspiration,
which will serve as our guiding light as we forge ahead. - Paula Direso, Editor

TO HONOR A GIVING AND LOVING HEART
Some things Ray and I loved about our beloved Pastor Olivet: The sermons, Pastor’s intelligence, her compassion,
kindness, caring and love for everyone, just to mention some of Pastor Olivet’s special gifts.
Ray and I are truly thankful we had the privilege to get to know Pastor Olivet.
I will miss her phone calls and laughter.
Pastor Olivet we love you, and we will sadly miss you very much.
Love, Bev & Ray Mabaquiao
My thoughts of our beloved Pastor. She was a genuine woman of faith who loved our Lord with all her being. She
was a perfect example of how we should be ourselves. I am also grieving along with all of you, so greatly that our
hearts are breaking. I truly believe when our grief lessons, I would think that our Pastor would want us to rejoice in
the Lord Jesus who she lived her life for. Pastor Olivet is home with our Lord.
Love in Christ,
JoAnn Lebowitz
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Pastor Olivet is safe in the hands of Jesus. She was a Prayer Warrior. She was also conscious of the way she
treated others. She fondly called me “Big Sister.” She called me twice a week to pray for Desiree in the midst of
her tight schedule. She was never tired of praying. Up to the time of her illness she was calling for prayers.
To her children I want to say take heart. We loved her, but Jesus loves her best. She is in a beautiful place where
she belongs. She is sleeping with her Father in Heaven, and God is saying to her: “Well done thou good and
faithful servant.” The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
On behalf of my family and I, we extend our sincere and deepest sympathy to the children, grandchildren, and the
entire Brown family. May her Sweet Soul rest in perfect peace, and may light perpetually shine on her.
Edna Scott/Sylvia Tarawalley/ Reginald Tarawalley Desiree Tarawalley
Compassionate, caring, always thinking of others. Sent beautiful notes, when she knew you were having
difficulties, to offer comfort. She will be missed.
Mary Ellen and Bob Rehm
Heaven gained an Angel when we lost you. You were an amazing Pastor, preacher and friend. I will miss your
laughter and words of wisdom. You will be in my heart forever. I loved you, my friend.
Lee McCarthy
After Tom went home to be with our Lord, Pastor Olivet, Barbara Parncutt and I were talking, and she told Barbara
to watch over me. That is when a warm feeling of peace swept through my entire body. Something I never felt
before. Pastor Olivet was a gifted, spiritual person, always telling us to "Love One Another".
Sending you a hug, Joyce Booth
Pastor Olivet Brown was my Pastor, my teacher and my friend. She welcomed me to the church at a time when I
had lost hope and faith in God. As a daughter of a Muslim, Pastor Olivet gave me a sense of belonging to the
church. She prayed for me before she even met me, and continued praying for me and my family until her last
Saturday on this earth. Pastor assured me on Saturday that wherever I am, whatever I am doing, that God is always
with me.
I am going to miss our loud laughs.
Rest in peace, my friend.
From: Isatu Conteh.
A faithful servant and wonderful friend. We'll meet again in heaven!!!
Georgia & Dave Blakely
I remember last year when a few of us invited Pastor Olivet to attend a car show. She was excited to go, and wore
her stilettos. Pastor also carried a bag with her. We had no idea what the bag contained. She enjoyed the Reading
Terminal for breakfast, and then we entered the show. Two hours later Pastor Olivet was sitting on the bench
changing her stilettos to flats. Her flats were in the bag. It took courage to wear her high heels, but it took reality to
change to the flats. It was a great day!
Barb and Bob Parncutt
Where do I start???
Pastor Olivet was a true woman of God. She always did her best in drawing us back into the faith when we
stumbled, even if she had to chastise us. I always appreciated when she did, because she was my Pastor. That’s
“why” she was my Pastor. I found her when I walked into the sanctuary my first day, because I needed a Pastor
who was spiritual, and thank God He directed me to her. (In this day and age, we all need a Pastor who would
continually keep us in tune with our Father; reminding us that He is always in control regardless of our situations).
We loved you, and will miss you dearly, Pastor Olivet, but we know that your Father loves you more.
Rest in peace, Pastor O.
Naomi Harmon
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Reverend Olivet Brown was a blessing to my family. Saying “was” saddens us because it’s a reminder that she is
no longer with us. There are a few things we want you to know about Reverend Olivet Brown. She was a woman
who loved God and showed up for our family in so many ways.
We began attending service at Good Shepherd together beginning in 2016. Reverend Olivet provided premarital
counseling to us before she officiated our wedding in 2019. She blessed our first home as a married couple in
November of 2020. She remained a source of hope to us with her constant devotion to God through her words and
most importantly with her actions. She would listen, she would support, and she would demonstrate her love. Love
is an action word that believers of Christ must demonstrate. We understood this being around her. We witnessed
her vivaciousness and enthusiasm when sharing the word of God. We experienced her taking the time to be present
in our lives and we are forever grateful for those moments.
We are grieving but we count it joy to have known her. We pray for her family and friends, loved ones, and the
congregation.
Love always, Christopher and Cameo John
Pastor Olivet has blessed so many people with her faith and kindness. She will be missed. With warm thoughts and
prayers to her family.
Phyllis Brock
A few years ago, a new minister came to Good Shepherd as a stranger. After listening to her at early church, I
knew she would be my Pastor. She often stopped and visited on our patio or in our house. She talked and laughed
with us. I found a friend. In tough times she came caring, loving, and praying with us, and the phone calls always
came at just the right time. Now I’m sad, but she is happy with our Lord who is saying: “Job well done, good and
faithful servant!”
Janet Brock
Dear Olivet,
You will be missed by the Wallace family. You have been there for us over the past couple of years. Your support
of our family was greatly appreciated. You were so comforting to all of us during Wally’s illness and passing.
Rest in Peace. We will never forget your kindness to us. Thank you.
Patricia and Tricia Wallace
Pastor Olivet Brown, on several occasions, would ask for my ministerial feedback on issues, and I would give
them. I told her many times that she was a great shepherd - a pastor who reached out to her congregants and looked
after them. She had a special place in her heart for the children: she made them a great part of ministry. Rest well
with the Master, dear sister!
Moses Ketter
Life takes one where providence wants us. Our life’s journey is like public transportation that stops for passengers
to embark and disembark at various locations. My family was privileged to have encountered Pastor Olivet J.
Brown on our way. She was always willing to share whatever she had; be it the gospel, advice, and anything you
can think of. Little did we know she was going to leave impromptu. We thank God for placing such a wonderful
personality in our lives, who not only taught us to lead a Godly life, but to show love and mercy to the needy in our
lives.
You always said "Enoch and Gladys, always do things with a pure heart and clean hands.” We will forever do that
as we continue to feed the community. That is what you wanted us to do. We will always miss Pastor's prayers,
conversations, and calling for people to get their food, and Jai and Bri baking your favorite banana and cranberry
bread. It's hard to say goodbye at this time, but we know our creator needs you most. Rest in peace, Pastor Olivet.
Amoah Family
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One of my favorite memories are the beautiful prayers she wrote, and the inspirational talks we had over the phone
while I was recuperating. She always was concerned about everyone as individuals, and prayed for Good Shepherd
as a church family.
Liz Malloy
Pastor Olivet was not only my Pastor, but my very good friend. We connected instantly. I loved her preaching style,
straight from the Bible. She was a very kind and caring person, who did so much for so many people. I will miss
her immensely, and will try to put to use some of the things she taught me. Good Shepherd was fortunate to have
such a great spiritual leader. Go home to God, Olivet!
Shelly Carney
Pastor Olivet often referred to all the members at Good Shepherd as her "church family." To others she was a wife,
mother, grandmother, sister, and aunt, as well as a good friend to many.
Pastor Olivet was a preacher (soft and loud) and Bible scholar. She was an intelligent woman who was sincere,
funny, compassionate, caring, mission-minded, and a prayer warrior. She enjoyed music, dancing (in her high
heels), and reading books, books, books. Most of all, Pastor Olivet was a faithful servant of God, who devoted her
life to helping others. She will be missed by all who knew her and loved her.
Rest in peace, Pastor Olivet
Dan and Betty McLaughlin
Pastor Olivet was always going a step further trying to pull herself and her flock to Spiritual heights. For example,
although Good Shepherd celebrated Communion various ways, she felt kneeling in reverence at the Communion
Rail was best, so she celebrated it that way always. As for our Triune God, she preached the lesser-known Holy
Spirit, did workshops on Gifts and Fruits, and encouraged the Congregation to pray and seek their personal gift(s).
She acknowledged that I see my position of Music Director as a Ministry, and thus worked with me with Scripture
and prayer to praise and worship our Lord through my music and song. And finally, while the CD’s of Songs of
Praise were being sung, Pastor Olivet danced in the side aisle while singing. And now she is dancing in her
Mansion in the Sky, with her Angelic partners...in her spiked-heeled shoes! We Miss you, Olivet.
Alicia Dillow
Organist, Choir & Music Director
Pastor Olivet Brown was a proud woman of her faith, and always had a smile to brighten up your day. Whenever
she passed through the building, the children of the Day School would always stop her to ask lots of questions.
And with a smile, she would happily answer them all. You could see in her eyes that she truly enjoyed their
presence, and we enjoyed her presence just as much. Pastor Olivet had a soft spot for the Day School because
of the joy it brought her. In the short time we knew Pastor, we learned that she was a strong leader, a good listener,
and she tried her best to help those in need.
During the last two weeks of her life, we got to know a different side of her. She even shared a beautiful memory
from her childhood. We feel that if we have learned anything from Pastor Olivet, it is to treasure every day with a
grateful heart, because only God knows our destiny. Pastor Olivet was a beautiful, strong, and religious woman.
Although our time working together was just a few short years, she has impacted all our lives, and she will be truly
missed.
Rest in Peace, Pastor Olivet.
Sonia Klakowicz, Director
Rick Ferraiolo, Treasurer
& Day School Staff
St. Luke's Day School of Good Shepherd
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SUNDAY SERVICES

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A

If you would like to join us in the sanctuary for
the 10:30 AM Sunday service, we need to know
that you are coming. The Bishop has instructed
us to keep our attendance at 15 or less.
Therefore, we ask that you contact Robert
Gurtcheff at (215) 378-0026, Jeannette
Cartwright at (215) 539-7716, or Pastor
Candace at (215) 638-4090. If you let us know
ahead of time, we can make sure that you have
“a spot on a dot!” Also, please check your email
or the Facebook page for notices about any
changes to the worship time for services due to
inclement weather, or Zoom services.

During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.
Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org.
Our church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

The Wednesday afternoon Bible
Study that meets in the choir room
at 1:00 PM remains cancelled until
further notice.
GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org
and scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to register.
There is even an online tutorial and a contact
number if you need help.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

In order to continue doing the work of God in the
future, and to make it as convenient as possible
to be a cheerful giver to God’s work, we offer
online giving to you. Online offering has many
benefits for the church. It allows us to more
easily track contributions for budgeting. It saves
us from manually tracking those contributions
each week, and saves us from large fees on
check processing.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will do
our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook or via the
church website.

Many of you already pay for most of your
purchases electronically, so this service is a
convenience for you, and us. You can set the
donations to match your pay periods, and even
send your one-time donations to the special
offerings we may have from time-to-time. This
service allows you to give any amount, at any
time, from home or on the road, with your
computer or even your mobile device. Now you
can control how and when you give your tithes.
We hope you will consider electronic giving in
the future.

COMMUNION
We love sharing communion with you, but Good
Shepherd Folks, it's cold outside! This means
that we will not be holding services in our
parking lot!! If you would like to have several
months of communion elements delivered to
you, please contact Robert Gurtcheff at: (215) 378-0026, Jeannette Cartwright at: (215) 5397716, or Pastor Candace at: 215-6384090. That way, we can get elements to you as
soon as possible. All elements are pre-packaged
and sealed.
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READING AND RELIGION

CHURCH COUNCIL will be resuming
meetings on the third Monday of every
month. Our next meeting will be held on
Monday, February 15, 2021 at 6:30 PM. I will
be at the church in person for the meeting if
anyone would like to join. We will be following
social distancing practices and wearing
masks. Otherwise, there will be a Zoom link for
participation. Members will be notified of the link
as it becomes available. If you are unable to
participate in Zoom or in person, please let me
know. – Gina Case, Chair

Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
One Perfect Day
By Lauraine Snelling
This is the story of two mothers who are
strangers to one another. The first
mother has two children, a set of
twins, a boy and girl, who are seniors
in high school. She wants their last
Christmas as a family living in the
same home to be perfect. Her husband is
delayed returning from a business trip abroad.
And then there's a fatal accident involving a
drunk driver.

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021

Meanwhile, the other mother has a daughter
who needs a new heart, and so the loss of one
woman becomes the miracle the other woman
has desperately prayed for. While one mother
grieves, and pulls away from her family, the
other mother finds that even miracles aren't
always easy to receive.

The sanctuary will be open for individual
meditation time.
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
and
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Contact-free ashes
Contact-free Communion
Readings for meditation time

We made our "Pledge" for 2020. The Executive
Board did not meet as planned for obvious
reasons. However, women and children around
the world still need our help. We should continue
to show God's love to those in need. Please do
your best and send your mission "Pledge"
money to Liz Malloy at 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.

Rev. Candace E. Carter, Pastor
and Susan D. Dziuk, CSM
will be available for prayer and other requests

Masks and Social Distancing Required
LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS!

Always thank God for your blessings and pray
for an end to this continued unrest. Pray that
God's people will heed the message in
2 Chronicles, 7:14: If my people which are called
by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; "then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

As Covid cases increase, let us not forget to
pray for the doctors, nurses, and other hospital
personnel, as well as our brave first responders.
Please do not forget your family doctor,
specialists, and their staff, the sanitation
workers, the postal workers, grocery store
employees, custodians, gas station attendants,
pharmacists, drug store employees, and delivery
service employees, etc., who deserve our praise
and appreciation for their vigilance and
dedication during this unprecedented time.
Please pray for their safety, their families, their
mental and emotional well-being, and remember
they put their lives at risk while serving all of us!

Blessings,
Joyce Booth
Vice President, UMW
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On February 9, 2021, the Lord
called Georgia Blakely home.
Georgia and Dave Blakely were
part of the group of original
members of Good Shepherd,
when services were held years
ago at the Garfield Bank. Georgia participated in
Bible Study, UMW, and was also active with the
Missions team. At one time she was a driver for
the Good Shepherd Nursery School. She also
assisted with the little ones at Sunday School,
who looked forward to the soft pretzels she
would bring. You could find Georgia in the
kitchen at Good Shepherd helping with the
monthly Men’s Breakfast. With much dedication
Georgia graciously took over selecting and
mailing out monthly greeting cards from UMW,
that were sent to shut-ins and those who were
ill. We are grateful to the Blakelys for the
thoughtfully chosen Nativity figures that adorn
our alter at Christmas. We will miss Georgia’s
warm smile, her generous spirit, and her loving
presence.

FEBRUARY
29th - Dan & Michele Bennett
If you would like to include your name on the
STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day and
month you were born, or your
names and anniversary date and send an email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com.

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

There will be no viewing or service; however,
condolences may be sent to Dave Blakely at:
12430 Sweetbriar Rd., Phila., PA 19154. Dave
would like to thank everyone for their heartfelt
prayers.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

PRAYER CHAIN

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.

PLEASE KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS!
Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

FEBRUARY
3 – Yvette Boyah
5 – Pam Gurtcheff
6 – John Philippi
8 – Kevin Leese
8 – Bob Rehm
10 – Dan Bennett
16 – Danielle Parker 19 – Candy Drozen
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