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LET IT BEGIN WITH ME
The news programs, particularly over the past few months, have been fraught with reports of violence, systemic
racism, hate crimes, and police misconduct, to name only a few. President Biden recently stated that “Gun violence
in this country is an epidemic…” and each week, I find myself disheartened by yet another announcement of a mass
shooting in a workplace, in a bar, in a supermarket, in a massage parlor, or in the streets.
As I look for ways to decompress from the distressing headlines during this pandemic, I find myself searching for
“Calgon – take me away” moments. Periodically I self-sooth by thinking about favorite songs that I sing over and
over again (in my mind), particularly when completing outdoor chores while enjoying the fresh air and sunshine. At
times I think about the songs that two of my granddaughters practice weekly during their virtual voice lessons, or a
favorite hymn that comes to mind. Most recently the hymn “Let There Be Peace on Earth” has been circling in
my mind. Although it tends to be sung traditionally more at Christmastime, the message in the lyrics is apropos for
any occasion, and especially now, during these challenging times.
While delving into the history of this song, I came upon an interesting article online in the Discipleship Ministries of
the United Methodist Church entitled History of Hymns: “Let There Be Peace on Earth.” The lyrics were written in
1955 by Jill Jackson-Miller (1913-1995), and her husband Sy Miller (1908-1971) created the melody of a song “that
has become a signature composition devoted to world peace and harmony among peoples.”
The article explains that “In an “archival interview aired on David Freudberg’s National Public Radio program
Humankind, Jill Jackson talked about her background and the context of the song.” Jill shared: “When I attempted
suicide [in 1944] and I didn’t succeed,” she said, “I knew for the first time unconditional love—which God is. You
are totally loved, totally accepted, just the way you are. In that moment I was not allowed to die, and something
happened to me, which is very difficult to explain. I had an eternal moment of truth, in which I knew I was loved,
and I knew I was here for a purpose.” Per the article, “this realization was followed by years of exploring her spiritual
nature and her relationship with God.”
Sy Miller wrote about the effect of the song: “One summer evening in 1955, a group of 180 teenagers of all races
and religions, meeting at a workshop high in the California mountains locked arms, formed a circle and sang a song
of peace. They felt that singing the song, with its simple basic sentiment—‘Let there be peace on earth and let it
begin with me’—helped to create a climate for world peace and understanding. When they came down from the
mountain, these inspired young people brought the song with them and started sharing it. And, as though on wings,
‘Let There Be Peace on Earth’ began an amazing journey around the globe. It traveled first, of course, with the
young campers back to their homes and schools, churches and clubs.”
The article continues to say: “The song’s focus on peace and God made it easy to cross many boundaries.
Miller noted “that the song was then shared in all 50 states at school graduations, PTA meetings, holiday gatherings,
celebrations of Brotherhood Week, Veterans Day, Human Rights Day and United Nations Day. Kiwanis clubs sang
it, as well as 4-H clubs, United Auto Workers, the American Legion, the B’nai B’rith and the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE). The song was taped, copied, printed in songbooks and passed by word of mouth. Eventually it
spread overseas, sung by Maoris in New Zealand and Zulus in Africa.” Over the years it has been recorded by
numerous vocal artists, and has received various prestigious awards.
The words to the song are simple, yet they offer a powerful message of our connection to one another, and the
need for inner-reflection in order to live peacefully with each other. It mirrors a message of acceptance that was
passed on to me by my mother, who chose to guide us with those principles. - Paula Direso, Editor

Copyright-protected Lyrics for “Let There Be Peace on Earth” by Jill Jackson and Sy Miller:
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me;
Let There Be Peace on Earth,
The peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father,
Brothers all are we,
Let me walk with my brother
In perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me,
Let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step I take,
Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment
In peace eternally!
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me.
***************************************************************************

Mother’s Day Blessing!
Mothers: Chosen and Precious
by Pastor Candace
On May 09, 2021, we celebrate Mothers: Chosen and Precious!
1 Peter 2:2-3 says, “Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” In this passage Peter speaks of milk, with
feeding, with infancy and nurture, with tasting and seeing. It is a metaphor where he is writing to the
church, an important place to get spiritual milk. Peter writes of the need for the Saints to grow spiritually
in order to receive everlasting rewards.
This epistle passage is so fitting to lift up for Mother’s Day. We know that mothers remember those days
and months of feeding? A Godly mother is grateful to God for giving her the opportunity to bring forth
and nurture what God has created. I know that I am truly grateful. I thank God for my three children, five
grandchildren and three great- grandchildren, realizing that they are a gift from God.
The mother’s milk of God’s love is not meant for us alone. We are fed with that love in order to feed others.
We are blessed to be a blessing, and I am so blessed to be in this interim appointment where I have an
opportunity to feed God’s children in this vineyard called Good Shepherd.
1 Peter 2:9 says: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.” This
well-known verse is simple yet profound; for mothers are chosen out of all the people groups of the world
for a very special reason.
Mothers, to live the way God wants you to live, you have to understand what is right and what is wrong by
God’s standards; not by the world’s standards. We as mothers don’t always get it right. There are times
when all of us blow it, even the best of us, but the goal is to live every day closer and closer to the virtuous
life that God would have us live.
Mothers, I am overjoyed that God has chosen each of you, and given you the honor and responsibility to
nurture what God has created. A Godly mother is invaluable, and created in the image of God.
Blessed are mothers who help us drink the spiritual milk, and help us grow in faith. In Christ, mothers
are chosen and precious! To God be the glory!

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
The people of the United Methodist Church
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

MAY, 2021
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

2
Holy Communion
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
4:00 - AA Meeting
9
MOTHER’S DAY
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
Baby Baptism

3

4

5

6

7

12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
6:00 - Car Club
Committee
10

7:00 -Trustees
Meeting

6:30 - Prayer, Study,
Communion &
Fellowship Sanctuary

11

12
6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary

7:00 – UMW Meeting

13

14

10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
Adult Baptism
4:00 - AA Meeting
23 Pentecost Sunday

17

6:30 - Church Council
24

10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary -Memorial
Dedication Pastor Olivet
4:00 - AA Meeting
30 Memorial Sunday
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary - Youth
Sharing in Worship Guest Soloist
4:00 - AA Meeting

18
12:00 – Ruth Circle
Choir Room

25

19

6:00 - Lydia’s Circle
Miller’s Restaurant
6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary
31 MEMORIAL DAY

STAFF
ARTICLES DUE!

12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
22

20

21

Annual Conference

Annual Conference

Annual Conference
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

27

28

29

6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary
26

15

9:00 – Clergy Trans.
Workshop SPRC via
Zoom

6:30 - Worship Comm.
Meeting

4:00 - AA Meeting
16 Ascension Sunday

8

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A

SUNDAY SERVICES

?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.

On Sundays, feel free to join us in the
Sanctuary for worship at 10:30 AM. While in
the sanctuary, we wear face coverings,
practice safe distancing, and the pews are
marked for seating with big dots. So, when you
enter, just take a seat on a dot. Families may
sit together. Our sexton does a wonderful job
cleaning the sanctuary before and after use.
Also, we have masks, hand sanitizer and
gloves available if needed.

Are you the head of a committee or work
group? Are you planning a church event?
Would you like information about your
committee, group or event placed on the
church website to be available to all members,
neighbors and the world? If so, please e-mail
this information to our e-mail addresses
which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

We pray that you will come out and experience
a warm welcome and a sweet spirit of
fellowship.
All services can also be viewed live online
via the church website or Facebook.
A Memorial Service honoring
Pastor Olivet J. Brown will be
held at Good Shepherd on
Sunday, May 23, 2021 at
10:30 AM. We welcome you
to attend in person, or via
Facebook Live. We are pleased to announce
that our East District Superintendent, Reverend
Dr. Andrew Foster, III, will be giving the
sermon.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-6321929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Following the service there will be a special
dedication of a plaque in memory of Pastor
Olivet. A luncheon will be served at Good
Shepherd after the dedication.
If you have any questions or concerns, or
would like to volunteer your services, please
contact: Bev Mabaquiao at: (cell) 215-8130144, or via email: bevmab157@yahoo.com,
or Lee McCarthy at: (cell) 267-304-1374, or via
email: lmccarthy403@yahoo.com.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will
do our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook or via the
church website.

to attend our Wednesday
Prayer, Study, and Fellowship
@ 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Communion will be shared on
the First Wednesday of each month. Masks
and social distancing practices will be followed.

COMMUNION
We love sharing communion with you, so if you
would like to have several months of
communion elements delivered to you, please
contact Robert Gurtcheff at: (215) 378-0026,
Jeannette Cartwright at: (215) 539-7716, or
Candace Carter at: 215-638-4090. That way,
we can get elements to you as soon as
possible.
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READING AND RELIGION

GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!

Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
Mended: Pieces of a Life made Whole
By: Angie Smith

at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org
Scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to register.
There is even an online tutorial and a contact
number if you need help.

Mended is a story that takes you on
a journey to show how faith lives in
the regular events of our daily life
and in the lives of the people
around us. It reminds us that your life does
make a difference—because of how God is
found in the cracks.

To continue doing the work of God in the
future, we’ve been offering online giving to you.
Online offering has many benefits for the
church, and is a convenience for you as well.
This service allows you to give any amount, at
any time, from home or on the road, with your
computer or even your mobile device. Now you
can control how and when you give your tithes.
We hope you will consider electronic giving.

We love to cheer for the underdog, and believe
to our core that every life makes a difference.
And we are right. There is no one God can’t
use and no one who is too broken for God. We
know this is true for our friends when we want
to encourage them. Yet, when it comes to
ourselves and our innermost sense of shame
and regret, we often wonder if it is really true
that God can work all things together for good.

PRAYER CHAIN

To put a JOY OR CONCERN on the
prayer chain, or if you would like to
become one of the prayer team
members, please email Joyce
Cartwright at: dotgojoy1590@aol.com.
For those who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests
and notifications, so feel free to leave a
message at 215-947-3317.

Angie Smith is someone who was quick to
encourage a friend, but struggled to believe
that God could truly make something special
out of her own brokenness and
disappointments.
Angie imagined herself as a broken pitcher.
Even though it was beautiful, it was hard to
look at all of the cracks. As she imagined the
cracks, she saw her life and told God I wish it
had been different. How I wished I had always
loved Him, always obeyed Him, always sought
Him the way I should. I was mad at the
imperfections, years wasted, gaping holes
where it should be smooth. But God, was
gentle and yet convicting as He explained,
here you are, Angie. You are mended. You are
filled with my Spirit, and I am asking you to
pour yourself out.

LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS!
As we continue to make our way through this
pandemic, let us not forget to pray for the
doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel, as
well as our brave first responders. While in
prayer, please do not forget your family doctor,
specialists, and their staff, the sanitation
workers, the postal workers, grocery store
employees, custodians, gas station attendants,
pharmacists, drug store employees, and
delivery service employees, etc., who deserve
our praise and appreciation for their vigilance
and dedication during this unprecedented time.
Please pray for their safety, their families, their
mental and emotional well-being, and
remember they put their lives at risk while
serving all of us.

My dearest Angie: How do you think the world
has seen me? If it wasn’t for the cracks, I
couldn’t seep out the way I do. I chose the
pitcher. I chose you, just as you are.

5

CAR CLUB COMMITTEE: Will meet on
Monday, May 3rd, at 6:00 PM at Good
Shepherd.

LYDIA’S CIRCLE, our circle for today’s
working women, will be meeting on
Wednesday, May 26th, 2021 at
6:00 PM at Miller’s Restaurant. If
you’d like to join this circle, or have
any questions, please contact
Jeannette Cartwright at: 215-539-7716.

TRUSTEES MEETING: Trustees will meet
on Tuesday, May 4th, at 7:00 PM at Good
Shepherd.
UMW will be holding their first
meeting in 2021 on Tuesday,
May 10th at 7:00 PM. We plan
to meet in the sanctuary. Social
distancing protocols will be followed. Our
program will include Prayer and self-denial, as
well as discussions about continuing to lift up
Circles and programs at Good Shepherd.

MAY
5 - Elizabeth Maplesden 6 - Joy Mentusky
8 - Regina Leese
10 - Diana Trotman
14 - Donna Iatrakis
17 - Jill Camponelli
18 - Thaddeus Ciesielski 21 - Susan Dziuk
23 - Becky Devlin
26 - Emilee Hallman
27 - Ginny Brode
27 - Heather Leese
27 - Mary Roberts

We still must meet our “mission giving” for the
year. We would appreciate it if you would
kindly continue to send your UMW offerings
(that go to Missions) to: Liz Malloy at the
following address: 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE: The next
meeting will take place on Thursday,
May 13th at 6:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary at
Good Shepherd. Please contact Jeannette
Cartwright at 215-539-7716 for any additional
information or questions.

MAY
2nd - Chris & Karyn Dunne
12th - Tom & Lee McCarthy

If you would like to include your name on the
STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day
and month you were born, or
your names and anniversary date and send an
email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org.

CLERGY TRANSITION WORKSHOP –
SPRC Committee Saturday, May 15th
from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM via Zoom.
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday,
May 17th at 6:30 PM. If meeting in person we
will follow social distancing practices and wear
facemasks. Otherwise, there will be a Zoom
link for participation. Members will be notified
of the link as it becomes available. If you are
unable to participate in Zoom or in person,
please let me know. – Gina Case, Chair

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
Non-perishable food for our food bank.
There are collection baskets for these items
in the Narthex.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank.

RUTH CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday,
May 18th, 2021 at 12:00 PM in the choir
room. Please bring your lunch. We will be
wearing masks and social distancing. ALL
ARE WELCOME TO JOIN!

There are collection baskets for these items in
the Narthex.
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MISSIONS
We collected 24 Easter bags for the Back-Lot
children of Parx, and they were delivered to the
Pastor, much to the delight of the children.
Much gratitude to all those who contributed to
the Easter bags mission project at Parx.
May-June Project: We will be
collecting American flags that are
ripped, torn, soiled, etc., to be
burned. They will be taken to
Willow Grove Naval Air Station to be properly
burned. A drop-off point will be located in the
Narthex. Thank you!
Betty McLaughlin – Mission Chair.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch
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