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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
When reading about what does a butterfly symbolize for Christians, I
came upon a brief article and short video on umc.org, featuring Mary
Helen Marigza, a lifelong United Methodist, and former missionary with
the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. Mary had crafted a butterfly
out of recycled church window glass, to tell people about the meaning
behind common religious symbols. In the video Mary discusses
symbols that represent the resurrection. Coincidentally, the video
spans a field of beautiful purple flowers depicting springtime. To
summarize, she spoke about the bulb of a lily plant, and because “the
flower dies back into the bulb and comes back again in the spring,” this is a perfect analogy. I was
graciously presented with a gorgeous white lily plant the week of Easter this year, which is now in a
strategic location in my garden, and I look forward to its “rebirth” next spring. Mary continues to explain
that the butterfly is another symbol of the resurrection since it changes form. “The butterfly starts life as
a caterpillar; then enters a stage so dormant that it appears lifeless in a tomb-like cocoon; finally, a
beautiful winged creature appears. Christians lead a life on earth, enter death, and will see eternal life
through Jesus Christ.” For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed” - 1 Corinthians 15:52.
As I reflect upon purple flowers and butterflies, I would be remiss if I did not extend praises to those
involved with the preparations for the Memorial Service in the Sanctuary, and dedication of the memorial
plaque held in the rose garden on Sunday, May 23rd, to honor our beloved Pastor Olivet Brown. From
my perspective I could feel the excitement brewing weeks in advance, when Bev Mabaquiao and Lee
McCarthy (co-chairpersons of this celebration) began to beautify the rose garden, rescuing it from the
remnants of the cold winter months, as they weekly pruned, weeded, planted, and accessorized. Susan
Dziuk spruced up the front gardens with weeding and planting, and Walt and Susan faithfully manicured
the lawn. Sam Greaves and Christine King began weeding around the trees, and Gary Calhoun
completed trimming around the trees in the orchard. Moses Ketter cleaned the debris along the gutters,
and Ray Mabaquiao has been weed-whacking and edging the perimeters as needed. It is admirable
that the volunteers at Good Shepherd continue to demonstrate excellence in their efforts to beautify the
grounds, and I know Pastor Olivet was smiling down from the heavens with a grateful heart.
As parishioners entered the Sanctuary, they were given a Bulletin and a specially inscribed purple pen
ordered by Pastor Candace to commemorate the day. Three colorful floral arrangements that included
purple flowers and butterflies were placed on the altar, and corsages were presented to Pastor Olivet’s
grandchildren who were in attendance. Purple scarfs were distributed by Naomi Harmon and Donyen
Kofa. Rob Gurtcheff, our Lay Leader, and Joe King, a Wednesday Night Prayer Warrior, offered their
ardent tributes. Pastor Olivet’s daughter, Melissa Brown, eloquently warmed our hearts with her kind
sentiments, and confirmed for us the idiom: “the apple never falls far from the tree,” as she graciously
shared the reflections of the Brown family. It was a pleasure to have the Good Shepherd choir perform,
and the choice of music for this service was perfect. We appreciated Jeannette Cartwright, Naomi

Harmon, and Christine King singing “The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power.” We were honored to have
our District Superintendent, the Reverend Dr. Andrew L. Foster, III, deliver an inspiring sermon, and
share a humorous story about the “special shoes” he wore to this celebration because Pastor Olivet had
once admired them. Much gratitude to Pastor Candace for preparing a special Bulletin and a program
for the service and dedication, and to Alicia Dillow, Joyce Cartwright, Susan Dziuk, and Danielle Parker,
who assist with weekly preparations for the program for online services. Lastly, we thank Anthony
DeSimone, our videographer, for his dedication and service to enable live streaming at Good Shepherd.
Following the service, all were invited to proceed to the rose garden for the dedication of a forthcoming
memorial plaque in honor of Pastor Olivet. Butterflies were released as a special tribute at the end of
the dedication, which was followed by a luncheon. Bev and Ray Mabaquiao, and Lee and Mac
McCarthy set up (socially distanced) tables and chairs in Wood Hall, adorned with purple tablecloths.
Vases with flowers and a butterfly topped each one. Tables were also available in the rose garden for
those who preferred to dine outdoors. Assorted sandwiches, fruit-cups, and bags of potato chips were
served, along with a cake that was artistically decorated with flowers and butterflies. Inscribed on the
cake was the perfect sentiment: “Pastor Olivet J. Brown. Your Life was a blessing ~ Your memory a Treasure.”
Special thanks to Betty McLaughlin, Ron Case, Joe King, and Moses Ketter for assisting Bev and Lee
with clean-up. A very special note of gratitude goes out to our co-chairpersons, Bev and Lee, for their
selfless efforts in doing an incredible job with the preparations, gardens, obtaining the food, flowers,
butterflies, ordering the plaque, as well as setting up and cleaning up. These two gals give new meaning
to the term “dynamic duo!” - Paula Direso, Editor

A MESSAGE OF THANKS FROM PASTOR CANDACE

~ Special Thanks! ~
Over the past few months, it has been an honor and blessing to serve as Pastor of Good Shepherd—even
for a short time. I give thanks to God, and thank you for the support shown me during my ministry among
you. Thank you for accepting me, for your understanding and forgiveness for any mistakes I may have
made, and for expectations I may not have met.
On June 30th, 2021, when I end my tenure as interim Pastor here at Good Shepherd, I will be returning
to the pew to continue to be in worship and in ministry among you.
We look forward to welcoming our new Pastor, Navin Satyavrata, and his family on July 1st. Pastor
Navin has been blessed with a unique set of gifts and talents that he will be imparting with us. He has a
heart for missions and serving others. For this we are grateful, and look forward to being in ministry with
this spirited man of God.
We have a responsibility, and I invite you to hear these words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew 10:4041(NLT): “Anyone who receives you receives me, and anyone who receives me receives the Father who
sent me. If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will be given the same reward as a
prophet...”
I pray that we will continue to grow in love and respect for each other, and in following Jesus Christ.
Peace and love,

Pastor Candace
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FOR JESUS!
GREETINGS FROM THE TRUSTEES!
There are various projects at Good Shepherd that require your assistance so that we can see them through
to completion. Please consider volunteering your services, even if it’s only for a few hours. Volunteering your
time and effort to do “the Lord’s work” connects you to others, is great for your body and your mind, and can
fill you with a sense of purpose. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” - 1 Corinthians 15:58.
MOVING DAY: The Brown family will be moving on June 12, 2021, and the parsonage will be inspected by
3 members of the Trustees. Following the inspection, the Trustees will have to prepare the parsonage for
the new Pastor. If you can assist in any way, please call: Sam Greaves at:267-407-9186.
CHURCH BUILDING: WE HAVE TERMITES!
The exterminator will be coming to treat the building on June 5th. We can use assistance with the following
areas:
1) The trash area: All items against the brick wall need to be moved so that the exterminator can drill holes
to treat this area.
2) Trailer: The back of the trailer needs to be cleaned of all debris, and the side wall will be treated. The
weeds need to be chopped down periodically and sprayed with the following mixture: 1 gallon of vinegar,
combined with 1 cup of salt, and 2 tablespoons of Dawn. This area needs to be sprayed once a week.
3) Wood Horses: There are 2 wood horses against the wall of the church. They can be placed behind the
trailer and covered. The wood on top of the horses can be placed in the trailer.
WEED-WHACKING: Men and women are needed to do this job. It involves whacking inside and outside of
the fence. A schedule of names and dates will be provided. If you have a gas-powered weed-whacker,
please bring it with you!
FENCING:
Fencing Part 1: The fencing needs some “TLC”! Wire supports need to be placed on the top and bottom of
the fencing. Danielle Parker would like a helper to assist her with this task. She can be contacted at: 215480-3398. A date will be set up in the future.
Please contact any member of the Trustees to volunteer.

The Church is planning a picnic for our new Pastor, Rev. Navin Satyavrata. Due to COVID worries the
church is supplying all the food. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY FOOD!!! We ask that you bring a
chair and beverages for YOUR OWN FAMILY!!! We will practice social distancing, and will serve you
your food.
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

JUNE, 2021

The people of the United Methodist Church
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
1

7:00 - Trustees
Meeting

6
Holy Communion
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online

7

8

14

15

STAFF
ARTICLES DUE!

7:00 – UMW Meeting
Lemon Auction

12:00 – Ruth Circle
Choir Room

21

22

Thursday

2

3

6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary

6:30 SPRC Meeting
via Zoom

Friday
4

Saturday
5 SPRC & COUNCIL
Cross-Racial/Cross
Cultural Workshop
9:00 – 12:00 PM via
Zoom
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

9

4:00 - AA Meeting

13
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
Recognition of
Graduates

Wednesday

10

6:30 - Prayer, Study,
Communion &
Fellowship Sanctuary

6:30 - Worship Comm.
Meeting

16

17

11

12
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
2:00 – Baptism baby

18

19
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary

4:00 - AA Meeting
20 FATHER’S DAY
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online

24

6:00 - Lydia’s Circle
6:30 - Church Council

6:30 - Prayer, Study, &
Fellowship Sanctuary

4:00 - AA Meeting

27
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary – Youth
Participation

23

28

29

30

4:00 - AA Meeting

4

25

26
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A

SUNDAY SERVICES

?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website (listed below) for
updated cancellations and information, and
share this notice with other members.

On Sundays, feel free to join us in the
Sanctuary for worship at 10:30 AM. While in
the sanctuary, we wear face coverings,
practice safe distancing, and the pews are
marked for seating with big dots. So, when you
enter, just take a seat on a dot. Families may
sit together. Our sexton does a wonderful job
cleaning the sanctuary before and after use.
Also, we have masks, hand sanitizer and
gloves available if needed.

Are you the head of a committee or work
group? Are you planning a church event?
Would you like information about your
committee, group or event placed on the
church website to be available to all members,
neighbors and the world? If so, please e-mail
this information to our e-mail addresses
which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

We pray that you will come out and experience
a warm welcome and a sweet spirit of
fellowship.
All services can also be viewed live online
via the church website or Facebook.
to attend our Wednesday
Prayer, Study, and Fellowship
@ 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
through 6/23/21. Communion
will be shared on the First Wednesday of each
month. Masks and social distancing practices
will be followed.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-6321929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the
e-mail address listed above.

Good Shepherd Youth Sunday School is
starting up again in September. Once
again, I am asking for volunteers to serve as
Teachers or Aids. Please contact Walt
Dziuk at 215-637-7898
or waltdziuk@gmail.com.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will
do our best to stay connected as much as
possible. The 10:30 AM Sunday service can
be viewed online via Facebook or via the
church website.

PRAYER CHAIN

COMMUNION

To put a JOY OR CONCERN on the
prayer chain, or if you would like to
become one of the prayer team
members, please email Joyce
Cartwright at: dotgojoy1590@aol.com.
For those who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests
and notifications, so feel free to leave a
message at 215-947-3317.

We love sharing communion with you, so if you
would like to have several months of
communion elements delivered to you, please
contact Robert Gurtcheff at: (215) 378-0026,
Jeannette Cartwright at: (215) 539-7716, or
Candace Carter at: 215-638-4090. That way,
we can get elements to you as soon as
possible.
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Edna Scott went home
to be with the Lord on
April 27, 2021. Edna
was a devoted mother to
her daughters Sylvia and
Daphnie, and played a pivotal role in the
upbringing of her grandchildren Reginald,
Maurice, Sierra, and Nyahanga, for which she
was eternally proud. Edna was appreciated for
her cooking skills, which she learned from her
grandmother, who she lived with during her
formative years in Sierra Leone. She enjoyed
entertaining, and proficiently prepared a variety
of African dishes for her family and friends.

Audrey has a secret from three decades ago
that has the power to keep her family split in
two, and yet could also keep them linked.
When hostilities threaten to spiral out of
control, a devastating choice is about to be
revealed, testing her family once and for all.
Audrey hopes that once the truth is revealed, it
will be enough to put her family back together
again, but she knows it could break them apart
forever.
GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!

at: www.umcgoodshepherd.org
Scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to register.
There is even an online tutorial and a contact
number if you need help.

Prior to moving to the United States in 2001,
Edna was a dedicated member of the
Tregaskis Methodist Church in Wellington
Village, Freetown, Sierra Leone. She once
held the positions of Senior Society Steward
and Church Treasurer, and was a member of
the Mothers Union.

To continue doing the work of God in the
future, we’ve been offering online giving to you.
Online offering has many benefits for the
church, and is a convenience for you as well.
This service allows you to give any amount, at
any time, from home or on the road, with your
computer or even your mobile device. Now you
can control how and when you give your tithes.
We hope you will consider electronic giving.

After moving to the United States, Edna
became an active member of the Krio
Descendants Union (KDU). She was also an
active member of Good Shepherd, who
enjoyed gospel and solo singing, particularly
on special Sundays such as the African
Sunday. She also participated in Bible
readings.

TRUSTEES MEETING: Trustees will meet
on Tuesday, June 1st, at 7:00 PM at Good
Shepherd.

Edna’s presence will truly be missed at Good
Shepherd, and we ask for continued prayers
for her family.

SPRC MEETING: Thursday, June 3rd, via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.

READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
If Only I Could Tell You
By Hannah Beckerman

SPRC & COUNCIL on June 5th, from 9:00
AM – 12:00 PM via Zoom. Cross-Racial/Cross
Cultural Workshop.

Audrey’s dream as a mother was
that her daughters, Jess and Lily,
would always be close and best
friends. But as adults, they refuse to
speak to each other, and Audrey’s
two teenage granddaughters have never met
because of that. Audrey is heartbroken, and
she feels like she’s been dealt more than her
fair share of pain as she’s watched her family
fall apart over the years.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: The next
meeting will take place on Thursday,
June 10th at 6:30 P.M. in the Sanctuary at
Good Shepherd. Please contact Jeannette
Cartwright at 215-539-7716 for any additional
information or questions.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
We will be hosting our Lemon
Auction on Monday,
June 14th at 7:00 PM. Please
bring a gift that someone gave
you that you never used. Bids
are made on fancy bags for the auction. We
always have a fun night. Lite refreshments will
be served. Social distancing practices will be
followed. Hope to see you there! Our next
meeting will take place in September. Have a
nice summer!

JUNE
2 - JoAnn Lebowitz
4 - Jesse Camponelli
7 - Bethuel Johnson 11 - Gary Hacker
11 - Janis Jones
12 - Eleanor Scheidegg
14 - Erica Devlin
15 - Gloria Hawthorne
20 - Joe Hober
22 - Janet Brock
22 - Juliette Williams 30 - Rob Gurtcheff

We still must meet our “mission giving” for the
year. We would appreciate it if you would
kindly continue to send your UMW offerings
(that go to Missions) to: Liz Malloy at the
following address: 1507 Huntly Drive,
Warrington, PA 18976.

JUNE
23rd - Leo & Dolores Snyder
If you would like to include your name on the
STAFF BIRTHDAY or
ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day
and month you were born, or
your names and anniversary date and send an
email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org.

RUTH CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday,
June 15th, 2021 at 12:00 PM in the choir
room. We will all be “chipping in” to enjoy
pizza. Our subject will be: “Attitude of
Gratitude.” We will be wearing masks and
social distancing. ALL ARE WELCOME TO
JOIN!
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday,
June 21st at 6:30 PM. If meeting in person we
will follow social distancing practices and wear
facemasks. Otherwise, there will be a Zoom
link for participation. Members will be notified
of the link as it becomes available. If you are
unable to participate in Zoom or in person,
please let me know. – Gina Case, Chair

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

LYDIA’S CIRCLE, our circle for
today’s working women, will be
meeting on Wednesday, June
23rd, 2021 at 6:00 PM. If you’d like
to join this circle, or have any
questions, please contact Jeannette Cartwright
at: 215-539-7716.
During June we will be collecting
American flags that are ripped, torn,
soiled, etc., to be burned. They will be
taken to Willow Grove Naval Air Station
to be properly burned. A drop-off point
will be located in the Narthex. Thank you!
Betty McLaughlin – Mission Chair.
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C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
Non-perishable food for our food bank.
There are collection baskets for these items
in the Narthex.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank.
There are collection baskets for these items in
the Narthex.
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