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VOLUNTEERS DON’T JUST DO THE WORK
THEY MAKE IT WORK!
Most churches have countless needs for volunteers, and depend upon them to donate their time to share
the talents, “gifts,” or skills they have been given to assist with the mission and ministry of the church, to
serve others, and to help maintain the church. For example, did you ever consider what worship services
would be like if there were no greeters and no ushers? For those who are unable to attend in-person
worship services, without the weekly efforts of our dedicated Production Team, virtual ministry would not
be possible. On your way into church, have you taken a moment to appreciate the newly planted trees at
Good Shepherd, or to admire the gardens resplendent with a variety of flowers? Have you taken the
opportunity to view the memorial plaque in the courtyard? Do you ever wonder how our fundraisers benefit
the upkeep of the church, or how our mission projects assist those that are less fortunate?
Volunteers are an integral part of our foundation, and deserve our acknowledgement, gratitude, and
respect. Therefore, it is important to take the opportunity to recognize their efforts, and to thank them for
their accomplishments. It is noteworthy that teamwork among our volunteers, especially those that serve
on committees, is essential in order to achieve success. We should keep in mind that it takes one person
much longer to complete a task, than when others pitch in to assist. Timely communication among
members, and working collectively are necessary in order to accomplish desired goals.
There are many avenues available for parishioners to volunteer at Good Shepherd, so if you are unable
to donate your time on a regular basis, you may want to consider periodically volunteering on an asneeded or short-term basis. For example, you might consider serving as an occasional greeter or usher.
If you prefer being outdoors, the Trustees can always use assistance with weed-whacking or trimming,
repairing of the fencing, or chopping the weeds near the trailer, which at this time is desperately needed.
Periodic weeding of the front gardens, and grounds maintenance is always needed and much appreciated,
particularly with all the rain and storms we’ve been experiencing, which tend to promote growth. Our
Youth Sunday School classes will be resuming on September 12th, so if you enjoy working with children,
this is a perfect opportunity to volunteer as a teacher or an aide. Perhaps your forte is planning special
functions, and if so, the Social Committee would welcome your assistance. The CAR SHOW/FLEA MARKET will
be held on September 25th, and they are asking for volunteers to help in the kitchen, or with the sweet
table (both to work the table, or for donations of sweets that can be sold.) Our Missions team appreciates
assistance with collections, as well as drivers to deliver donations throughout the year. Periodically drivers
are needed to deliver eyeglasses to the Lion’s Club, or to their drop-off box. Our September Mission
Project will be to collect and deliver items for Christmas bags to be given to the women of Parx.
Please consider volunteering, as it will not only change the lives of others and benefit the church, it will
also change your life as well, as you grow your relationship with the Lord. 1 Peter 4:10 NIV: “Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.” - Paula Direso, Editor

Time flies so quickly. It is two months since I was appointed to our Church.
I would like to thank you for the welcoming picnic on July 11, 2021, as well as for making me feel
welcome.
I remember the names of most of you, and I am still working on some. In the two months that I
have been here, we have seen the variants of the coronavirus trying to disrupt normal life. At the
same time, the issues going on in Afghanistan is a cause for concern around the world.
We live in a world that is full of trials and tribulations, but God’s word in Isaiah 43: 1 - 2 reminds
us “But now, this is what the Lord says — He who created you, Jacob, He who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not
sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set
you ablaze.”
As we journey together as the Body of Christ, let us keep our focus on Jesus Christ who is the
author, perfector, and the finisher of our faith. To keep our focus on God, we need to develop a
prayerful life, do not allow distractions that take us away from God, and soak ourselves in God’s
word. True faith is keeping our eyes on God, when we feel the world around us falling apart.
A quote from John MacArthur, “The more you focus on yourself, the more distracted you will be
from the proper path. The more you know Him and commune with Him, the more the Spirit will
make you like Him. The more you are like Him, the better you will understand His utter sufficiency
for all of life’s difficulties. And that is the only way to know real satisfaction.”
As we resume our Church activities this month after summer, let us make ourselves available to
be part of a spiritual formation group, so that we have more fellowship, and receive
encouragement and spiritual uplifting at all times.
Peace and blessings,
Rev. Navin Satyavrata

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
The people of the United Methodist Church
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

SEPTEMBER 2021
Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

12:00 - Choir Practice
(as needed)
12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

7:00 - Choir Practice

5
Holy Communion
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online.

6

6:30 - Trustees
Meeting
7:30 – Alanon/Alateen
Meetings

4:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
12 RALLY SUNDAY
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
10:30 - Sunday School
Resumes
4:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
19
9:00 - Praise Service
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
10:30 - Sunday School

13

4:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

14

8

9

1:00 - Bible Study

6:00 - Worship Comm.
Meeting

12:00 - Choir Practice
(as needed)

7:00 - Choir Practice
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385

12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall

15

STAFF
ARTICLES DUE!

16

10

17

6:30 - UMW Executive
Meeting
7:00 - UMW
20

21

22

12:30 - Ruth’s Circle

1:00 - Bible Study

6:30 - Adm. (Church)
Council Meeting

27

7:00 - Choir Practice
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385

7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
Meetings

11

18
12:00 - Choir Practice
(as needed)

1:00 - Bible Study

4:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
26
9:00 - Praise Service
10:30 - Worship in the
Sanctuary & online
10:30 - Sunday School
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Saturday
4

23

12:00 - AA Meeting
Wood Hall
24

25 9:00 - Car Show
Flea Market until 2:00

6:00 - Lydia’s Circle
7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
Meetings
28

7:00 - Choir Practice
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385
30

29
1:00 - Bible Study

7:00 - Choir Practice
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385

7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
Meetings

3

12:00 - Choir Practice
(as needed)
12:00 - AA Meeting
Choir Room

SUNDAY SERVICES

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A

As of September 19th, our 9:00 AM Praise
Service will resume, followed by the 10:30
AM Traditional Service. While in the
sanctuary, we will wear face masks, and
space is available for social distancing. Our
sexton does a wonderful job of cleaning the
sanctuary before and after use. Also, we
have face masks, hand sanitizer, and gloves
available if needed.

?
Please refer to our website (listed below)
for updated cancellations and information,
and share this notice with other members.
Are you the head of a committee or work
group? Are you planning a church event?
Would you like information about your
committee, group, or event placed on the
church website to be available to all members,
neighbors, and the world? If so, please e-mail
this information to our e-mail addresses
which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

The 10:30 AM Sunday service can be viewed
online via Zoom, Facebook, or by logging
onto the Facebook page via the church
website.
We pray that you will come out and
experience a warm welcome and a sweet
spirit of fellowship.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on:
215-632-1929.

RESUMES ON SEPTEMBER 12TH AT 10:30 AM!

EASTERN PA CONFERENCE NEWS
Bishop Peggy Johnson, of our Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference, retired on
August 31, 2021, after serving as our Bishop
for 13 years, as well as the Peninsula
Delaware Conference.

If you would like to receive an e-mailed
copy of The Staff, please notify the
secretary at the e-mail address listed
above.

Bishop John Schol is our new Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference Bishop starting
September 1, 2021. He also serves as the
Bishop of the Greater New Jersey Conference.
Bishop John Schol was elected and
consecrated as Bishop in 2004.

During this coronavirus pandemic, we will
continue do our best to stay connected as
much as possible.
PRAYER CHAIN
To put a JOY OR CONCERN on the
prayer chain, or if you would like to
become one of the prayer team
members, please email Joyce
Cartwright at: dotgojoy1590@aol.com.
For those who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests
and notifications, so feel free to leave a
message at 215-947-3317.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
BIBLE STUDY
will resume on September 8th at
1:00 PM in the choir room. As
we study God’s Word, we are
offered the opportunity to share different
perspectives and insights, which brings us all
closer together and enriches our lives. Please
consider joining us!
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READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock

LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS!
As we continue to make our way through this
pandemic, let us not forget to pray for the
doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel, as
well as our brave first responders. While in
prayer, please do not forget your family doctor,
specialists, and their staff, the sanitation
workers, the postal workers, grocery store
employees, custodians, gas station attendants,
pharmacists, drug store employees, and
delivery service employees, etc., who deserve
our praise and appreciation for their vigilance
and dedication during this unprecedented time.
Please pray for their safety, their families, their
mental and emotional well-being, and
remember they put their lives at risk while
serving all of us.

Song of Silence by Cynthia Ruchti

Lucy and Charlie Tuttle agree on
one thing: they’re committed to each
other for life. Trouble is, neither of
them expected life to look like this.
While Charlie retired early, Lucy is
devoted to a long-term music career.
Lucy lives, sleeps and eats music. However,
Lucy was forced to retire from her position as a
music educator in a small Midwestern K-8
school. Lucy can only watch helplessly as the
program her father started years ago
disintegrates before her eyes. As funding is
cut, so music disappears from the curriculum,
and Lucy loses not only her job, but her
passion. Even worse, she loses her joy of
music.

PATRICIA WALLACE
was called home to be with
the Lord on July 23, 2021,
surrounded by her loved
ones. She was the beloved
wife of George “Wally” Wallace, loving mother
of Tricia (Wallace) Leypoldt, and was a
cherished grandmother and greatgrandmother.

This story deals with how to continue living
when everything inside feels like it is dying,
and the importance of good friends and family.
MISSION PROJECT
Our focus for September will
be to provide supplies for the
women of Parx in Bensalem.
The following items are needed
by the women of Parx:

Pat was an active member of the church and
her community where she enjoyed being a Girl
Scout leader. She served as a Nursery School
teacher at Good Shepherd, at which time she
implemented an influential learning curriculum
for the betterment of the children. At one time
Pat served as Sunday School Director. Pat
was also a member of the United Methodist
Women for many years.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

After Pat retired, she loved spending time with
her family and friends. Pat will be missed by
her friends at Good Shepherd, and we are
grateful for her many years of devotion.

Deodorant
Shampoo
Lotion
Combs
Brushes
Soap (bars)
Hand Cream
Foot Cream

These items will be used to make up Christmas
bags, and are due by September 26th. Please
place your items in the box provided next to the
wicker basket in the Narthex. Your generous
contributions are greatly appreciated. Betty McLaughlin, Missions Committee
Chairperson

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
2. Non-perishable food for our food bank.
There are collection baskets for these items
in the Narthex.
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MEETINGS
If meeting in person we will follow social
distancing practices and wear face masks.
If the meeting is changed to Zoom
participation, you will be notified. If you are
unable to participate on Zoom or in person,
please notify your respective chair person.
TRUSTEES MEETING: Tuesday,
September 7th at 6:30 PM.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Thursday,
September 9th at 6:00 PM.
UMW will be meeting again on the 2nd
Monday of the month. Our
next meeting is scheduled for
September 13th. We plan on
meeting at 6:30 PM for the
executive meeting, and will begin the regular
meeting at 7:00 PM. Pastor Navin will be
speaking at our meeting, so this will be an
opportunity to get to meet and greet him. Light
refreshments will be served. We hope to see
you there!

FLEA MARKET spots are $20 (space size will
be about a car length), and we ask that
participants bring their own tables. Please call
to reserve a space, and leave your name and
phone number in case we have to postpone
the event due to the weather.
We are also asking for volunteers to help in
the kitchen, and with the SWEET TABLE (both to
work the table, and for donations of sweets that
can be sold. We request that baked goods
such as cakes and cookies be pre-sliced in
order to be sold individually. Please contact
Rosemarie Gross at: 215-868-5304 to
reserve a spot or to volunteer for the Flea
Market.

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL will meet
on Monday, September 20th at 6:30 PM.
If you are unable to participate please contact
Gina Case, Chair.
RUTH CIRCLE
Will meet on Tuesday, September
21st at 12:30 PM. Please bring
your lunch and then we will have
our lesson. Ruth Circle meets every
third Tuesday of the month, so please consider
joining us.

THE MEN’S BREAKFAST
plans on resuming on Saturday,
October 2nd at 9:00 AM. Come
join us in Wood Hall for fellowship
and a delicious meal!
CRAFT CIRCLE
This new circle will meet at Good Shepherd
once a month at 1:00 PM beginning on
Friday, October 8, 2021, under the direction of
Janis Jones. Our first project will be
constructing Chrismons, which are Christmas
decorations with Christian symbols on them,
that can be displayed on evergreen trees.
Please consider joining this creative group!

LYDIA’S CIRCLE, our circle for
today’s working women, will be
meeting on Wednesday,
September 22nd at 6:00 PM. We
meet every 4th Wednesday of the
month, except in November and
December. If you’d like to join this circle, or
have any questions, please contact Jeannette
Cartwright at: 215-539-7716, or 215-740-2097.
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FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS
On Wednesday, 10/20/21, from 8:00
AM to 11:00 PM, Boscov’s will host
their Friends Helping Friends Day.
Purchase a $5.00 shopping pass,
which will buy a full day of: 25% off
discount shopping. Proceeds from the $5.00
passes support the church, as we may keep
the entire $5.00 from every pass sold. Please
see or call Brian Calhoun (267-538-7759) for
shopping pass purchases. You can sell them
to your friends, neighbors, co-workers, or
family.

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day
and month you were born, or your
names and anniversary date and send an
email to: secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to: www.umcgoodshepherd.org.
Scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to register.
There is even an online tutorial and a contact
number if you need help. This service allows
you to give any amount, at any time, from
home or on the road, with your computer or
even your mobile device. Now you can control
how and when you give your tithes. We hope
you will consider electronic giving.

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

SEPTEMBER
1 - William Kuehl
4 - Alexis Bennett
4 - Ryann Moore
6 - Judy Camponelli
8 - Doris Nugent
9 - Lilleas Calhoun
10 - Joseph Ciesielski 11 - Maurice Brock
15 - William Bennett
17 - Gary Calhoun, Sr.
21 - Thomas Hart
27 - Jackie Shepherd
30 - Laura Snyder
30 - Gina Morrison

SEPTEMBER
- Robert & Pam Gurtcheff
th
8 - Dwayne & Patricia Hallman
25th - Dan & Betty McLaughlin
28th - Bob & Barbara Parncutt
3rd
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