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R*E*F*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller
Rainy days seemed to prevail at times over the past few months, along with flash flooding, tornadoes,
and the remnants of Hurricane Ida, that seriously impacted our area. We had several days of
inclement weather prior to our Car Show/Flea Market held on Saturday, September 25 th, which
paved the way for the most beautiful fall day we could have ever imagined. The temperature was in
the seventies, and the sun shone brightly…truly a gift from the Lord.
Despite the pandemic and often challenging weather conditions, some of the volunteers at Good
Shepherd began planning and preparing months ahead of time, while envisioning a successful
fundraiser, and refusing to give up hope. Committees were formed to handle the cars, the flea
market, food preparation and sales, as well as set-up and clean-up. We are especially grateful to
Rosemarie Gross for handling all the Flea Market inquiries and arrangements.
During the week prior, various volunteers from the church, along with a group of Boy Scouts, spruced
up the grounds by weeding, weed-whacking, mowing, and pruning all outside areas, ensuring that it
was pristine for this special event. Special thanks to Pastor Navin, who assisted the volunteers with
setting up the evening before.
It was a banner day at Good Shepherd, where eager and thrifty shoppers were able to peruse
merchandise offered by approximately 25 vendors, and car enthusiasts admired 123 cars that were
displayed in the parking lot, and had overflowed onto the lawn! Our talented D.J., Tom Parker, once
again provided an excellent mix of toe-tapping tunes that added to the ambience of good vibrations.
As food ticket sales escalated, our dedicated volunteers were busy in the kitchen preparing hot dogs,
cheeseburgers, and the ever-popular “Walking Tacos.” We are grateful to the members who handled
food sales, preparation, and clean-up. Those with a sweet tooth delightfully enjoyed delicious baked
goods and soft pretzels that sold out quickly at our Sweet Table. We’d like to express our gratitude
to members who contributed cakes, cupcakes, cookies, and pastries for this sale, and to those who
volunteered to work this table.
Lastly, under the shade of our impressive new tent, people were able to glean the opportunity tables.
We are thankful for the members who assisted with setting up the tent. Finally, trophies were
awarded to the proud winning car show participants, thanks to the efforts of the volunteers who
handled the details for the Car Show.
Apparently “cabin fever” from the pandemic and perfect weather contributed to the inspiring turnout
and the success of this event. Most importantly, our selfless volunteers ignored the negatives and
focused on the positives, by sharing their “God-given gifts” to work together to ensure success.
Paula Direso, Editor

“It’s Turning Around For Me”
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV)
These Lamentation verses give voice to the sense of despair and sorrow
that the people of Judah and Jerusalem felt after the invasion, destruction, and exile
they experienced at the hand of the Babylonians. The people had spent so much time complaining
and counting trouble instead of their blessings. The real problem, the people of Jerusalem had
sinned.
One of the most powerful words in the above passage is “never.” “His compassions never fail.”
Whenever stuff keeps happening, it seems that our minds immediately go to “Why God?” especially
during this season of COVID. Our Lord is the one who can and does make all things new every
morning. It is a time of change, a time of turning around, a time of joy.
This season of harvest is a time where the physical evidence of our hard work during previous seasons
has arrived. It is a time of using the harvest, of good stewardship and the proper dispersing of what
has been harvested.
It was several years ago in early October, on a day much like today, my family and I were traveling
the NE extension of the PA turnpike. We needed to travel very early in the morning in order to arrive
for a celebration. As we drove along, the sun was coming up, and what a beautiful sight to behold.
The trees had begun to change, and they were sporting an array of fall colors. We saw a beautiful
blanket of trees on the mountains especially over the Lehigh Valley Tunnel. There was freshness in
the air and what a joy it was to experience the delightful harvest season, the newness, the change in
season.
The day of celebration is today, for we celebrate life. “Where there is life, there is hope.” We can also
say “where there is love, there is hope.” “Where there is hope a change will come.” As sure as the
seasons, we too, change. We are renewed every morning and Jesus calls it a “new birth” (John 3:3).
Each new day is an opportunity to leave behind the worries of that day.
I thought of the words of the late Helen Keller when she spoke of her blindness, she said, “I do not
understand it, but I have learned the overcoming of it.”
There have been many changes here at the United Methodist Church of the Good Shepherd. Earlier
this year our dear Pastor Olivet went home to live with God, and it was a sad time. In the meantime,
it was an honor for me to serve as Pastor for a season. Thank you for welcoming me and working
with me. And now, we praise God for this season of change, and for blessing us with our new Pastor
Navin. Help us as children of God to remain open to the prompting and leading of the Holy Spirit,
for our God is the change agent and we know “his compassions never fail.”
Remember, the people of Judah and Jerusalem woke up in the morning complaining. We are
challenged to wake up with the prayer, “Thank you God for this day.” And then, be open to life’s
changes by turning around with joy as we experience the seasons of nature, as we experience the
seasons of our life. Let it be a day of change, a day that you can look up and say, “It’s turning Around
for Me” and then claim it.
Yours in Christ,

Candace E. Carter, CLM Emeritus
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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The people of the United Methodist Church of The Good Shepherd

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2 9:00 - Men’s
Breakfast
12:00 - AA Wood Hall
12:00 - Chancel Choir

3
9:00 - Praise Service
10:30 - Trad. Worship with
Communion/Children’s SS
4:00 - AA Meeting

10
9:00 - Praise Service with
Communion
10:30 - Trad. Worship/
Children’s SS
11:45 - Leading in Worship II
4:00 - AA Meeting
17
9:00 - Praise Service
10:30 - Trad. Worship/
Children’s SS
4:00 - AA Meeting

4

6:30 - SPRC Meeting
7:00 - Women’s Bible
Study
11

5

6
1:00 - Bible Study

6:30 - Trustees
Meeting
7:30-Alanon/Alateen
12

13

8

6:00 - Worship Com.

1:00 - Craft Circle
6:00 - Craft Circle

7:00 - Chancel Choir
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385
14

15

1:00 - Bible Study
7:00 - Chancel Choir
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385
21

7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
18

19

20

12:30 - Ruth Circle

1:00 - Bible Study

25

26

STAFF ARTICLES
DUE

22
1:00 - Craft Circle
6:00 - Craft Circle

9
12:00 - AA Wood Hall
12:00 - Chancel Choir

16
12:00 - AA Wood Hall
12:00 - Chancel Choir

23
12:00 - AA Wood Hall
12:00 - Chancel Choir

7:00 - Chancel Choir
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385

7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
24
9:00 - Praise Service with
Communion
10:30 - Trad. Worship/
Children’s SS
4:00 - AA Meeting
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27

28

1:00 - Bible Study
6:00 -Lydia’s Circle
7:00 - Chancel Choir
7:30 - Boy Scouts
Troop 385

7:30 - Alanon/Alateen
31
9:00 - Praise Service
10:30 - African Worship
Service
Children’s SS
4:00 – AA Meeting
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29

30
12:00 - AA Wood Hall
12:00 – Chancel Choir

SUNDAY SERVICES

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A

Our 9:00 AM Praise Worship Service in the
Sanctuary has resumed. Communion will
be served at the 9:00 AM service on the 2nd
and 4th Sundays of the month.

?
Please refer to our website (listed below)
for updated cancellations and information,
and share this notice with other members.

Communion will be served at the 10:30 AM
Traditional Worship Service on the 1st
Sunday of the month.

Are you the head of a committee or work
group? Are you planning a church event?
Would you like information about your
committee, group, or event placed on the
church website to be available to all members,
neighbors, and the world? If so, please e-mail
this information to our e-mail addresses
which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org. Our
church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

While in the sanctuary, we will wear face
masks, and space is available for social
distancing. Also, we have face masks, hand
sanitizer, and gloves available if needed.
The 10:30 AM Sunday service can be viewed
online via Zoom, by logging onto the
Facebook page via the church website, or via
Facebook: @goodshepherdumcphila.
We pray that you will come out and
experience a warm welcome and a sweet
spirit of fellowship.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on:
215-632-1929.

AT 10:30 AM!

LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS!
As the pandemic continues, please pray for all
medical personnel, as well as our brave first
responders. While in prayer, please do not
forget the sanitation workers, the postal
workers, grocery store employees, custodians,
gas station attendants, pharmacists, drug store
employees, and delivery service employees,
etc., who deserve our appreciation for their
dedication during this unprecedented time.
Please pray for their safety and their families,
as they put their lives at risk while serving all of
us.

If you would like to receive an e-mailed
copy of The Staff, please notify the
secretary at the e-mail address listed
above.
During this coronavirus pandemic, we will
continue do our best to stay connected as
much as possible.
PRAYER CHAIN
To put a JOY OR CONCERN on the
prayer chain, or if you would like to
become one of the prayer team
members, please email Joyce
Cartwright at: dotgojoy1590@aol.com.
For those who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests
and notifications, so feel free to leave a
message at 215-947-3317.

C*O*L*L*E*C*T*I*O*N*S
Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
2. Non-perishable food for our food bank.
There are collection baskets for these items
in the Narthex.
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MEETINGS

GLADYS OPOKU-AMOAH
The Lord suddenly called
Gladys Opoku-Amoah home
on August 30, 2021. Gladys
is survived by her beloved
husband, Enoch Amoah, and their two
children, Jaida and Brilynn.

If meeting in person we will follow social
distancing practices and wear face masks. If
the meeting is changed to Zoom participation,
you will be notified. If you are unable to
participate on Zoom or in person, please notify
your respective chair person.

Gladys was the Chairperson of the Staff Parish
Relations Committee, and also served as a coleader of the Youth Ministry team. She was a
member of the Visiting Shepherds Ministry,
served on the Missions Committee, and
volunteered as a cook for Aid For Friends with
the Good Shepherd cooking group. Gladys
and Enoch also generously devoted their time
to the Helping All Foundation Charity, whereby
they collected food items from various sources,
and distributed them to those in need.

THE MEN’S BREAKFAST
plans on resuming on Saturday,
October 2nd at 9:00 AM. Come
join us in Wood Hall for fellowship
and a delicious meal! Our next
breakfast will be on Saturday November 6th,
at 9:00 AM.
SPRC MEETING: Monday, October 4th
at 6:30 PM.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Please consider joining this new group that will
meet the first Monday of each month. Our
first meeting will be Monday, October 4th from
7:00 – 8:00 PM.

Gladys touched the lives of so many people
with her warm and loving presence, and her
selflessness. She communicated with kind and
loving expressions of faith. She will be deeply
missed by the members of Good Shepherd.

TRUSTEES MEETING: Tuesday,
October 5th at 6:30 PM.

READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
Hot Holy Mess
By Mary Katherine Backstrom

WORSHIP COMMITTEE: Thursday,
October 7th at 6:00 PM.

Mary Katherine shares funny and
vulnerable stories about faith,
friendships, motherhood, marriage
and depression. She covers topics
that are on our hearts everyday with truth and
laughter.

CRAFT CIRCLE
This new circle will meet at Good
Shepherd once a month at 1:00
PM and 6:00 PM every other
week beginning on Friday,
October 8, 2021, under the
direction of Janis Jones. Our first
project will be constructing
Chrismons, which are Christmas
decorations with Christian symbols on them,
that can be displayed on evergreen trees.
Please consider joining this creative group!

This book talks of the struggle of being holy,
but wants you to embrace the hot messes in
your life because we are all a work in progress.
This is a fun read!!
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
BIBLE STUDY
We meet weekly at 1:00 PM in
the choir room. As we study
God’s Word, we are offered the
opportunity to share different perspectives and
insights, which brings us all closer together and
enriches our lives. Please consider joining us!

LEADING IN WORSHIP II – The second
half of this instructional session will take place
on Sunday, October 10th at 11:45 AM.
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RUTH CIRCLE
Will meet on Tuesday, October
19th at 12:30 PM. Please bring
your lunch and then we will have
our lesson. Ruth Circle meets every
third Tuesday of the month, so
please consider joining us.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LYDIA’S CIRCLE, our circle for
today’s working women, will be
meeting on Wednesday, October
27th at 6:00 PM. We meet every
4th Wednesday of the month,
except in November and
December. If you’d like to join this circle, or
have any questions, please contact Jeannette
Cartwright at: 215-539-7716, or 215-740-2097.

T-shirts
Sweatpants
Backpacks
Heavy (warm) socks
Gloves, hats, scarfs
Boots
Coats
Small fleece blankets

If the weather permits, we will hold our
collection in Good Shepherd’s parking lot on
November 6th, 2021, from 10 AM until 1:00
PM. If the weather is inclement, the collection
will be held in Wood Hall.
MISSIONS NEEDS HELPING HANDS!
We are asking for volunteers on 11/6/21, to set
up tables in the parking lot, and label them. A
volunteer is also needed to obtain boxes. Setup will be 9:00 AM. A sign-up sheet will be
provided in the Narthex, or you can contact
Betty at: 215-740-2097.

The next UMW meeting will take
place on Monday, November 8th
at 7:00 PM. We will have a World
Thank Offering Program, and
Lydia’s Circle has offered to provide lite
refreshments. Come one, come all!

As always, thank you for your support!
Blessings to all, Betty McLaughlin – Missions
Chairperson.

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS
On Wednesday, 10/20/21, from 8:00 AM to
11:00 PM, Boscov’s will host their
Friends Helping Friends Day.
Purchase a $5.00 shopping pass,
which will buy a full day of: 25%
off discount shopping. Proceeds from the
$5.00 passes support the church, as we may
keep the entire $5.00 from every pass sold.
Please see or call Brian Calhoun (267-5387759) for shopping pass purchases. You can
sell them to your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or family.

GOOD SHEPHERD OFFERS
ELECTRONIC GIVING!
Go to: www.umcgoodshepherd.org.
Scroll down to the green GIVE NOW
button and follow the prompts to register.
There is even an online tutorial and a contact
number if you need help. This service allows
you to give any amount, at any time, from
home or on the road, with your computer or
even your mobile device. Now you can control
how and when you give your tithes. We hope
you will consider electronic giving.

MISSIONS
For several years we have
been going to Arch Street
United Methodist Church to
feed the homeless. Due to the
virus, last year we were unable
to cook, but we presented a
monetary gift of $300.00 from our Mission fund.
This year we will be going down, but will collect
the following items needed for the homeless:

OCTOBER
7 – Kathy Convery
7 – Daphne Samuels
8 – Bob Parncutt
8 – Sylvia Tarawalley
9 – Sadie Gurtcheff
23 – Michele Bennett
23 – Barbara Parncutt 26 – Bud Cartwright
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OCTOBER
10 – Bud & Joyce Cartwright

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
include your name and the day and
month you were born, or your names and
anniversary date and send an email to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org.

IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch
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