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“Jesus Take the Wheel”
The impact that the coronavirus has had around the world and now in our country is unfathomable, and surreal to say
the least! According to the CDC, the first tracked case in the U.S. was reported to be a Washington State resident
who had returned from overseas travel on January 15th. By January 21st, the CDC reported “they were working closely
with the state health department on the particulars of this patient’s case,” and believed at that time that the risk of it
spreading to the American public was “low.” By February 26th the first case of possible communal spread was reported
in California. As positive cases and reported deaths from the coronavirus escalated, governors throughout various
states began to implement mitigation efforts in an attempt to “flatten the curve.” Early mitigation efforts in Pennsylvania,
put in place in Montgomery county on March 13th, quickly expanded to include additional counties, statewide closings
of schools, adult and child day care centers, and all non-life-sustaining businesses. “Stay at home orders” are now in
place through the 30th of April, with all schools remaining closed until further notice, and “social distancing” has
become the new normal.
With family members living in New Jersey and New York, I’ve been paying very close attention to the progress of this
virus in these neighboring states as well. This morning (March 30th) I watched in awe as the USNS Comfort was
guided by tugboats into the port of New York Harbor. This majestic stark white vessel with brightly painted red crosses
evoked a somber contrast to the cruise ships that I sailed on many years ago out of New York Harbor, when tropical
vacations were once a reality for me…This 70,000-ton Navy hospital ship was summoned to help New York City’s
health care system now in crisis, and its 1,000 beds have been designated for patients with non-coronavirus issues.
My thoughts drifted to the most recent family gathering we had (Valentine’s weekend), when my nephew and his family
came to Pennsylvania for an impromptu and overnight visit. We planned a last-minute brunch that Sunday at my
home, following which we played a game that was also purchased at the spur of the moment, and the laughter that
ensued was infectious and redeeming for all of us. We sang “Happy Birthday” to my daughter-in-law as she blew out
the candles on her cake, and repeated it a second time so that the harmony from our musically inclined family could
be recaptured on video. At that moment I never dreamed that I would again be singing “Happy Birthday” twice,
although this time while washing my hands!
A month later, while “sheltering in place,” as I passed by my curio cabinet I gazed upward to the top shelf where I keep
the beautiful plaque of Jesus that my son had brought back to me from the Holy Land, when he was in the service
years ago. The plaque is almost the exact replica of my damaged wallet-sized laminated framed picture of Jesus (that
I kept since childhood), that had met its demise by a rambunctious family dog. As I looked up at Jesus for strength
and reassurance, within a split second I was suddenly given the song title “Jesus Take the Wheel.” This song was
made popular by a beautiful country rock and pop singer, Carrie Underwood, who rose to fame as the 2005 winner of
American Idol. Songfacts.com offers the following synopsis of the lyrics: “This song tells the story of a young woman
with a lot on her mind, who hits a sheet of black ice while driving to see her parents for Christmas. When she goes into
a skid and fears for her life, she throws her hands up and says, "Jesus, take the wheel.” Guided by Jesus, the car
comes to a safe stop with her baby still asleep in the back seat. At this point she vows to give her life to Christ.”
Basically, she was surrendering control to a higher power, and at this time, more than any other time in our lives, I
believe we must place our faith in the Lord, and do the same. I have a tendency to pray for others, but not very often
for myself; however, I recently noticed that when I stand before my plaque of Jesus, and humble myself before him in
prayer, positive things have begun happening that give me reassurance, and lift up my spirits.
On Easter Sunday, as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, and attend Sunday services on line, I plan to
sit down at the piano and sing one of my favorite hymns: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” My thoughts and prayers
(and “air-hugs”) are with all of you and your families as we seek creative ways to stay connected while practicing social
distancing. Please be safe, and remember, we’ll get through this together, because Jesus is at the wheel. –
Paula Direso, Editor
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GOD IS IN CONTROL!
As a result of the fall, humanity was damaged, creating a chasm between Creator and creature. Humanity broke the
relationship with God, and was no longer capable of knowing, loving, and seeking God. Therefore, the incarnate Son
of God, Jesus Christ, paid the penalty for our redemption and reconciliation. Through the Holy Spirit and the Church,
Christ made further provisions for our restoration and reconciliation. The role of the Holy Spirit and the Church is
essential in the formation of the Christian believer. If the Holy Spirit is removed from the Church, then the Church
becomes a powerless religious institution.
From Genesis to Revelation, the Scripture makes known to us the person, characteristics, and actions of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the announcer as to where God's will is going to be accomplished in a particular time with
a specific person, place, or movement on earth as it is in heaven. Some images of the Holy Spirit are the dove, water,
wind, breath, and fire.
The Holy Spirit was present from the beginning of creation. For example, in Genesis, the Holy Spirit moved across
the earth, and out of chaos, came ordered light, bodies of water, dry land, and fertile gardens. Another example of
the Holy Spirit introduces the creative sovereign work of God that took place in the womb of the virgin Mary. The
Holy Spirit moved in her belly, and the incarnate conception of Jesus Christ took form, and the Word became flesh
(Luke 1:35). The Holy Spirit was also instrumental in the baptism of Jesus. Thomas Aquinas reminds us that the
Holy Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus' shoulders. At the same time, God declared, "this is my son, with whom
I'm well pleased" (John 5:37 NSR).
We can once again witness the work of the Holy Spirit in Jesus' death (John 19:38); resurrection; (Romans 8:11) and
his ascension (Mark 16:19-20). Through the Holy Spirit, God, the Father, was literally saying this is my son through
whom I am going to perform my work of salvation. And this inserted Scripture further illustrates the necessity and
importance of the role of the Holy Spirit. "For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit." (1 Peter 3:18
New Revised Standard Version).
Scriptures consistently identify the Holy Spirit as the announcer of God's presence, power, and authority. The Holy
Spirit comforts, John 14:16; counsels, John 14:26; reveals, John 16:13; prays, Romans 8:26; advocates and teaches,
John 14:26; 16:12-14. The Holy Spirit leads, Romans 8:14; strengthens, and encourages, Acts 9:31; convicts, 16:8.
God's Spirit sanctifies, Romans 15:16. The person, presence, and work of the Holy Spirit are just as vital as that of
God, the Creator, and Christ the Redeemer, yet it is often neglected. Jesus Christ emphasized the prominence of the
Holy Spirit in his conversation with Peter about the establishment of the Church. Jesus declares: "Peter, flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, the Holy Spirit has, and upon this rock, I will build my Church. And the gates of
hades shall not prevail against it." (Matthew 16:18). This passage of Scripture attests to the power of the Holy Spirit
in the Church. The Scriptures consistently point to the importance of living life through the Holy Spirit. The Acts of
the Apostle is a profound testimony of how the Holy Spirit impacted the growth of the Church.
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The Holy Spirit is absolutely the revelation of God's mind, his will. To be fully capable instruments for the Kingdom
of God, we must understand His will. With Jesus Christ as the foundation, as affirmed in Ephesians 2:20, and the
Holy Spirit as the formation, as seen in Acts 2, the Church is a powerful, glorious presence of the Lord's redemption.
During this time of Social Distancing, many are afraid and in distress. They need a word of Hope. Let the Spirit of
God take control and guide you. May you grow deeper in your faith and more potent in the work he has assigned to
you. May you be a non-anxious presence as you find ways to connect and inspire others. Remember, God is in
control. Father, Son, Holy Spirit. May the Lord bless and keep you all in his care.
My thoughts and prayers are with you daily.

In Christ,
Pastor Olivet
POWER OF PRAYER

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles
7:14)
Let us Pray:
Merciful God, we come humble before your throne of grace. Jehovah, because of sin, we are fallible and
broken. We acknowledge our need for redemption. Lord, heal us of our infirmities. So many times we stay busy,
constantly on the move, with very little time for intimate connection with you. However, these times of uncertainty
call to remembrance your desire for us to be still (Psalm 46:10).
We confess and declare our dependence upon you. Father God, help us to hear and heed your voice and
trust in your promises. We know that you are willing, able, and capable of healing us. Restore us Lord and fill our
mouths with praise. We pray for those on the front lines, who work tirelessly on behalf of others. Protect them and
their families, supply all of their needs and bind them together in heart and spirit.
There are many who in their darkest hours are dying alone with no other human to comfort them. Father
God, we pray that your presence and Angels will surround them and grant peace to them and their loved ones who
grieve their passing. God of grace and mercy, touch the lonely souls, assure them that they are not alone.
Whatever, you need us to do, lead us and help us to submit for our sake, and the sake of those who depend on us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!

(composed by Pastor Olivet)
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READING AND RELIGION
Contributed by: Phyllis Brock
An American Marriage
By Tayari Jones

DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
?
During this coronavirus outbreak, please
refer to our website for updated
cancellations and information, and share this
notice with other members.
Are you the head of a committee or work group?
Are you planning a church event? Would you
like information about your committee, group or
event placed on the church website to be
available to all members, neighbors and the
world? If so, please e-mail this information to
our e-mail addresses which are as follows:
webservant@umcgoodshepherd.org.
Our church website address is:
www.umcgoodshepherd.org.

Celestial and Roy are newlyweds and
they are both living the American Dream in the
New South. Roy is a young executive, and
Celestial is an artist on the brink of an exciting
career. But as they settle into the routine of their
life together, they are torn apart by
circumstances neither could have imagined.
Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years in
jail for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit.
Though fiercely independent, Celestial finds
herself bereft and unsure, taking comfort in
Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at
their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes,
she is unable to hold onto the love that has been
her center. After five years, Roy’s conviction is
suddenly overturned, and he returns to Atlanta
ready to resume their life together.

EDITOR’S CORNER
Thank you for your monthly
contributions to the “Staff.” In order
to enter and edit your articles for
each month’s edition, PLEASE
submit your information by the 15th of each
month by emailing your articles to:
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.org. You may
also leave a phone message on: 215-632-1929.
If you prefer to receive an e-mailed copy of
The Staff, please notify the secretary at the email address listed above.

This is a love story that looks into the hearts and
minds of three people who are at once bound
and separated by forces beyond their control.
Will Roy and Celestial rekindle their marriage?
Or will Andre replace Roy? This is an intimate
look into the souls of people who must reckon
with the past while moving forward—with hope
and pain—into the future.

Until further notice, ALL ministry
meetings and activities are postponed
for April due to the coronavirus
outbreak. We will do our best to stay
connected as much as possible. The
10:30 AM Sunday service can be
viewed online by going to the church
website and clicking on “Facebook
Live Stream.” Please remember to mail
your tithes to the church.

When services and activities are resumed,
please consider joining us for
PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP in the
Upper Room on Wednesdays in
the sanctuary from 6:00 to 7:00
PM. It is an essential appointment.
Come join us for one kneeling before the Lord
each week, as we meditate on the Psalms and
share with each other.
When the church reopens, please consider
serving as a lector for an upcoming
Sunday service. Sign-up sheets are
posted on the bulletin board. New
voices are always welcome! We
have two slots open for each
Sunday, and each volunteer will read one
selection.

When activities are resumed,
please consider joining us for
the Wednesday afternoon Bible
Study that meets in the choir
room at 1:00 PM.
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IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY:
Thank you for all you do to keep us safe!

Do you know we collect the following items?
1. Aluminum Tabs – McDonald’s House –
Helps to keep the cost down for the parents
of the children hospitalized.
2. Eyeglasses – Delivered to the Lion’s Club.
3. Non-perishable food for our food bank. There
are collection baskets for these items in the
Narthex.

Christine Bader
Daniel Bader
Nolan Bader
Keith Busby
Mousa Dassama, Jr.
Christopher Kuehl
Evan Kuehl
Reilly Kuehl
Taylor Sestito
Ryan Sutch

With the unemployment rate escalating,
food donations will be appreciated when
the church reopens.

APRIL
1 – Betty McLaughlin
2 – Dolores Snyder
2 – Ryan Devlin
3 – Lee McCarthy
5 – Lorraine Lawrence 7 – Janet Freidel
8 – Liz Malloy
12 – Matthew Munizza
13 – Madison E. Orr
14 – George Weber
15 – Dan McLaughlin, Sr.19 – Jacob Case
22 – Amanda Brock
29 – Bill Shannon
30 – David Sango

PRAYER CHAIN

To put a joy or concern on the prayer
chain, or if you would like to become
one of the prayer team members,
please email Joyce Cartwright at:
dotgojoy1590@aol.com. For those
who are not computer savvy, Betty
McLaughlin handles the telephone requests and
notifications, so feel free to leave a message at
215-947-3317.

21st - Maurice & Janet Brock

FLOWERS
When services are resumed, we will need
help to offset church expenses. By dedicating
a floral arrangement for the
Sunday services, this allows us to
continue to add beauty to the
altar. Two slots are open each
Sunday. Each vase of flowers for
the altar is $15. You can honor a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, or special occasion, or
dedicate a vase in memory of someone. Forms
and envelopes are on the bulletin board in the
hallway near the Narthex. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the
church office, or leave a message for the
secretary at 215-632-1929.

If you would like to include your
name on the STAFF BIRTHDAY
or ANNIVERSARY LIST, please
send your information via email
secretary@umcgoodshepherd.com or leave a
note for the secretary in the church office.
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